COMMUNITY FUND BOOST FOR CANAL RESTORATION
An ambitious project to restore an abandoned Lichfield canal and create a seven-mile Heritage Towpath Trail has been given a £2,000 boost thanks to a public show of support.
Lloyds Bank Community Fund has awarded grants to four local good causes, with the public asked to vote for their favourite – and Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust’s bid was the second most popular.
The award recognises the Trust’s work to bring disused historic land into productive use for public benefit, both as a footpath accessible to all and over time to put an abandoned canal back in water. 
The first part of the Heritage Towpath Trail, a wheelchair-friendly section on the canal parallel to the A51 Tamworth Road in Lichfield , was opened in April, and work has continued between Darnford Lane and Cappers Lane, The Fosseway and  Muckley Common to open new areas for walkers and joggers.
The Heritage Towpath Trail will provide a unique community amenity, in close proximity to Lichfield’s cultural and industrial heritage, and create an important wildlife corridor, from Huddlesford to Catshill Junction at Brownhills, with new nature reserves linking restored heathland and wetland habitats.
Trust chairman Brian Kingshott said: “We are most encouraged to receive this grant from Lloyds Bank.
“This award focuses on benefits to the local community and the Canal Trust will continue its work, with the aid of this grant, which will enhance the community benefits it has already provided.”

For further information, please contact:
Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust: Tom Reid
Email: tommy_reid@yahoo.co.uk
01543319754
Lloyds Bank: Donna McGrory, Four Communications 
Email: communityfund@fourcommunications.com 
Phone: 020 3697 4307

