BOWER QUEEN TO OPEN LICHFIELD CANAL HERITAGE TOWPATH TRAIL
Lichfield Greenhill Bower Queen Savannah Bennett and Deputy Bower Queen Charlotte Aspley have a very important date on Sunday April 13 when they attend the grand opening of the first completed section of the city’s latest outdoor amenity – the Lichfield Canal Heritage Towpath Trail.
This section of the Trail, from Lock 25, at the Borrowcop Lock Canal Park on the A51 Tamworth Road, to the bus stop adjacent to the A38 bridge, has been made disabled friendly by volunteers from the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust after months of hard work in extremely testing weather conditions.
Wheelchair-users, walkers, runners and cyclists will be able to use the section, which runs alongside the rewatered Pound 26, (a pound is the length of canal between locks), Lock 26 and Pound 27, which will also be in water later this year.
Work is currently going on to create a winding hole, where narrowboats can turn around, and Pound 27 will be lined with puddled clay before being filled with water. It is hoped to have the first load of clay placed at the end of May.
The Trail passes a section of narrows, a short length of single-vessel width canal, before rising on a gentle gradient up to the Tamworth Road.
The disabled-friendly section, which will remain permanently accessible, is part of an ambitious programme to create a seven-mile Heritage Towpath Trail alongside the Lichfield Canal, which when restored will run from Huddlesford to Catshill Junction at Brownhills, where the Lichfield Canal links to the Wyrley and Essington Canal.
The Trail will provide a unique community amenity, in close proximity to Lichfield’s cultural and industrial heritage, and an important wildlife corridor, with new nature reserves linking heathland and wetland areas.
The Bower Queen Savannah Bennett and the Deputy Bower Queen Charlotte Aspley will officially open the Heritage Towpath Trail at 12 noon on Sunday April 13.
For more information on the work of the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust, visit the website at www.lhcrt.org.uk.
