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Huddlesford Heritage Gathering 2013

A beautiful sunny weekend was the icing on the cake for the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust as they celebrated their 25th.Anniversary at the Huddlesford Heritage Gathering last weekend.

The 2013 Lichfield Bower Queen Savannah Bennett joined the festivities to cut the 25th. Anniversary cake. She was joined by the Sherriff of Lichfield,  Terry Thomas and his wife and Brian Kingshott, Chairman of LHCRT.

Nearly 5000 people came to Lichfield Cruising Club at the junction of the Lichfield and Coventry Canals to enjoy the impressive line up of Trade, Vintage and Private Narrow boats. The banks from Streethay to Whittington were an endless line of boats bringing colour and atmosphere to the event.

Cars were parked in the country lanes around Huddlesford as the event car park filled to over flowing.

Around 200 Classic Cars were on display plus a field full of attractions and traders, many of whom said it was the best event they have ever attended and some who had sold out of stock before the end of the weekend.

The most unusual sight was the Mobile Belfry of the Lichfield Diocese who were allowing the public to try their hand at bell ringing.

There was even the sight of trains slowing on the West Coast Main Line which runs alongside the venue with some of the drivers sounding their horns as they passed by.

Proceeds from the event  will go towards watering the next section of the Lichfield Canal from Lock 27 in Tamworth Road down to the A38.

The Gathering is held bi-annually and it is hoped to repeat the success over the same September weekend in 2015.
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