NARROWBOAT LEADS LICHFIELD BOWER PROCESSION
A narrowboat took centre stage at Bank Holiday Monday’s Lichfield Greenhill Bower, a traditional community event that dates back to 1145.
A procession of floats through the city’s streets is led by one carrying the Bower Queen and her deputy, and this year the honour went to Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust’s recreation of a narrowboat.
‘Bower Belle’ , designed and built by LHCRT director Bob Mullarkey, carried Bower Queen Ellie Wheeler and her deputy Tegan Grist to the crowning ceremony, performed by the Mayor of Lichfield in front of the Guildhall, followed by a traditional street carnival.
This was a historic occasion for the Trust, since it was the first time a narrowboat had travelled through Lichfield since the canal was abandoned in the 1950s.
CAPTIONS
Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust’s narrowboat float ‘Bower Belle’ arrives at the Guildhall for the crowning of Bower Queen Ellie Wheeler (left) and her Deputy Tegan Grist
Bower Queen Ellie Wheeler (facing) and her Deputy Tegan Grist on board ‘Bower Belle’
Bob Mullarkey, the designer and builder of ‘Bower Belle’ and a Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust director, with the narrowboat float
