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TEL:01543 414808 MOBILE:07860 729522
FAX:01543 414770

www.streethaywharf.co.uk
7-DAY CALL OUT SERVICE

GEN SETS FITTED
DIESEL AND SOLID FUEL STOVES FITTED

BOTTOM BLACKING
REPAINTING AND SIGNWRITING

NEW BOATS FULL & PART FIT-OUT SUPPLIED
ALL MECHANICAL WORK

FULL CHANDLERY
STRETCHING AND REBOTTOMING

CORGI REG. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE
ALL STEEL WORK AND TANKS

Support the boat yard on the “Lichfield Ring”

Boat Transport, England, Europe !Cranage Arranged
Site Surveys ! Complete Service for DIY !!!!! Repairs

Boat Hire !Boat Fitting !Diesel Pump Out
! Mooring ! Boat Sales ! Laundry
Trent & Mersey Canal

V.A.T No. 203321527
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

I have recently spent time with our Marketing Group, principally at the Crick Boat
Show and on the Lichfield Canal Walk, but also at the Festival in Lichfield and at the
jumble sale at Penkridge which we share with Lichfield IWA. Running our stall at
these events can be hard work involving long hours and considerable travelling.
There is also the time which is hidden from the public involving the moving and
storing of stock not to mention the disruption to home life. Our small band of volunteers
rises splendidly to this challenge and represents our cause to the public and raises
impressive sums of money. At Crick we meet the wider, mostly boating, public and
can show the national importance of our project. In Lichfield the interest shown by
local people is impressive and we attract a small but significant number of extra
memberships. If we are lucky, and we sometimes are, we get volunteers who are
ready to roll up their sleeves and work for us. This side of things is fun to do and I
would encourage all our members to consider getting involved.

This is equally true of the more practical side of our restoration work. Visiting our
major worksite at Tamworth Road, in Lichfield, to see just how much has been
achieved there. This has been done mostly by our own band of volunteers, led by
Bob Williams, supported by visiting work parties and a Birmingham school. At the
AGM I paid tribute to these “foot-soldiers” who have turned out in foul weather as
well as in sunshine. For a considerable time the detailed planning and much of the
expert bricklaying has been in the hands of Brian Davis who has led and guided his
team with dedication and imagination. Now they have reached the end of the bywash
project at Lock 25 Brian has decided to pull back from his close involvement. We are
most grateful for all he has contributed and we wish him better health soon.

We are now planning to take the Tamworth Road project to a higher level as we
explore the best way to use the £35,000 which we have been awarded by Lichfield
District Council from their Section 106 fund. This is a mechanism by which the
community benefits from development schemes within the Lichfield District. The
grant is specifically for the proposed rewatering of Pound 26 (between Locks 25 and
26) which will give us our first major hope of putting water into a restored section.
The grant will not cover all the costs and we know we will have to employ a contractor
for much of the work if it is to be done to the required standard and within the specified

(continued over)
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time frame. We will use volunteers wherever and whenever we can. As ever, so
much of what we do is preparation work not visible to the public or even to the
membership.

On this “invisible” side we are in discussion with several organisations so that we
can ultimately move things forward. After so many years of this kind of work it is
encouraging to go to most of our meetings now and feel that we are respected and
supported. Most recently we have met officers from Staffordshire Highways and
South Staffordshire District Council. At Stafford we discussed many aspects of the
Lichfield bypass, both the finished and the proposed sections. We needed to be
confident that the inclusion of the rerouted section of the Lichfield within the 40m
environmental strip is a firm commitment and that the extension from Birmingham
Road to London Road will take full note of the requirements of the canal. It was
reassuring to get the support we needed. This will still be a very demanding task to
deal with some very challenging engineering issues. At South Staffs we discussed a
proposed Redrow housing development at Churchbridge which could have had
serious implications for the route of the Hatherton. We were most encouraged to
find the Council planners are fully committed to protecting our route both through the
old District Plan and the Local Development Framework which will replace it soon.

(continued over)

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

Fishley Junction, with the Lords Hayes Branch stanked off to the right
(30-April-10)
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

 Brian Kingshott

Also on the Hatherton we are starting discussions with British Waterways concerning
the Lords Hayes Branch. It is important that we progress the Hatherton restoration in
total equality with the Lichfield. This was the reason we committed ourselves to
starting what we are calling the Hatherton Phase One. The re-routing of the eastern
section away from the Cannock Extension Canal gave us the opportunity to employ
Atkins to produce a feasible route to join the BCN west of Pelsall. They identified the
Lords Hayes Branch (our research shows that this is its legal name rather than the
more familiar Lord Hay Branch) as the most obvious point to rejoin the navigable
system. The short stretch up to, and including Fishley Lane Bridge, is retained in BW
ownership meaning that it will be easier to make a start than if it had belonged to a
private owner. We will shortly be talking to BW about the practical side of this plan
and obtaining information on the nature of the infill material. If we make an early start
on this we hope it will encourage neighbouring landowners to sell or lease land to us.

Inevitably, funding any of our schemes will be very challenging in the current economic
climate. The use of volunteer labour will be especially valuable as we continue to
minimise costs. At Tamworth Road, the Huddlesford mooring relocation and at Fishley
Lane there will be ample scope to use visiting parties and their specialist skills,
especially the Waterways Recovery Group. If we can also dispose of our mortgage
liabilities at Ogley Cottage we hope to maintain momentum until the national finances
improve. The plans to turn British Waterways into some kind of self-funding trust
may not be helpful to L&H or to other restoration schemes.

I cannot stress enough the need to build up our active volunteer base. The Trust
runs entirely through the toil and labour of a small number of active members.
Marketing and restoration are the most visible manifestations of this but the day to
day work of our management team keep the whole alive, working and in the public
eye. We all find the work to be challenging but exciting. We operate in an atmosphere
of enthusiasm, optimism and good fellowship. With more help we could do so much
more. Please consider joining in if you can.

Our Vision Statement
To restore the Lichfield Canal and the Hatherton Canal to re-open

waterway links between Staffordshire and the West Midlands, for the
benefit of the environment, amenity and prosperity of the people of the

region and to enhance the nation’s inland waterway system.

1998 DATA PROTECTION ACT
The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust Ltd will hold your
details for marketing purposes in accordance with the 1998 Data
Protection Act. If you do not wish to receive updates from the Trust
or any third party with whom we co-operate then please advise the
Trust through Director Bob Williams on 01543 671427.
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Donations to the Trust
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations for

amounts over £20 from 1st April to 30th June 2010.
Name ( in order of receipt ) Trust & Suchet Restoration

Marketing Appeal & Land Funds
Mr J Morris 100.00
Mrs G Riggs (coin collection) 23.00
Mr D A Wight (in memory of late Son) 1,000.00
Mr A J Fisher (with sub.) 30.00
IWA Chiltern Branch (Allan Gilbert talk) 100.00
Mr M D Ainge 30.00
Miss D Robbie 30.00
Lichfield Plastics Ltd 300.00
(Lichfield Canal Walk sponsor)
Mr D M Harrison (with sub.) 50.00
Mr I Christie (with sub.) 50.00
Mr L T Flower (with sub.) 40.00
Anonymous 150.00
Mr J W Farren (with sub.) 50.00
Mrs M Dale 30.00
Dr E Pringle (with sub.) 35.00
Mr P Cuthbert 25.00
Mr J U Signer 40.00
Mr C M Newman (with sub.) 30.00
Anonymous 500.00
Mr D A Tarrant 100.00
Mr C G Brazier (with sub.) 40.00
Mr B Bacon 30.00
Dr J R Massy 300.00
Dr G T Whitfield 300.00
Mr J A Carr (with sub.) 50.00
Mr A Marr (with sub.) 35.00
Mr R J Fenton (with sub.) 30.00
Mr F Kelley (with sub.) 25.00
Mr J J Faulkner 30.00
Mr P R Swindale (with sub.) 55.00
Morris Ground Golfing Soc. (with sub.) 75.00
Mr M Ainge 75.00
50+ Leisure & Learning, S.C’field (talk) 30.00
Mr David Stanistreet 90.00
Mr J E Wood 180.00
Mr J Moody (returned property rent) 150.00
Mr S Szulc (returned expenses) 28.00
Mr B Kingshott (returned expenses) 233.60
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Mr R O Williams (returned expenses) 196.40
Regular donors to appeals (inc.GA tax) 1,716.28 335.00
Aggregated donations below £20 each 1,291.16 40.00

Donations to the Trust
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations for

amounts over £20 from 1st April to 30th June 2010.
Name ( in order of receipt ) Trust & Suchet Restoration

Marketing Appeal & Land Funds

We are very grateful to the following donors:-
Streethay Wharf for assistance with site materials.
Christine Potter for donating goods for sale.
Paul Heathcote, Pillaton Garden Centre, nr Penkridge donating plants for sale.
**********************************************************************************************

New Members 14th. April to 4th. July  2010

Membership 1205 (Including 129 Life, 17Joint Life, 12 Group, 17 Corporate)
Plus 514 Family. Total 1719. Covenanted Members 64.

Current Covenant and Gift Aid declarations 779

Membership rates are:
Adult £10; Family £15; Junior (under 18), Student, Retired or Unemployed £6;
Group (Clubs & Societies) £25; Corporate £200; Life Membership £200.

To join, please contact the Membership Secretary (see address page).

Mr O.Cutayar, Lichfield.
Mrs M.Wilkinson, Lichfield.
Mr P. Cousins, Lichfield.
Mr M.P.Buck, Coventry.
Ms C.Hobson, Lichfield.
Mr and Mrs M.Allsopp, Kidderminster.
Mr A.J.Billington, Sutton Coldfield.
Mrs J.M.Nuttall, Elland, West Yorkshire.
Mr M.Snowdin, Whittington, Lichfield.
Mr R.Gardner, Barton under Needwood.
Mr N.G.Preston, Buckingham.
Mrs Preston, Buckingham.
Mr A.Raine, Lichfield.

Mr S.R.Shohat, Lichfield.
Mr W.Rose, Longdon, Rugeley.
Mrs E.Rose, Longdon, Rugeley.
Mr A.Baskerville, Handsacre, Rugeley.
Mr P.Thomas, Cannock Wood, Rugeley
Mrs K.Crompton, Kingsley, Cheshire
Mr B.Spencer, Gainsborough
Mr D.Hayden, Brownhills
Mr G.D.Small, Brewood
Ms L.Hewitt, Brownhills
Mrs H.Rendle, Lichfield
Mr M.Derry,Lichfield
Mr B.Sillitoe, Lichfield

Would you like to receive a trial colour copy of Cut Both Ways
 in an electronic PDF format?

Please email the editor (Stefan.Szulc@Gmail.com) and request a copy.



8Cut Both Ways Spring 2010

(advertisement)

Michael Fabricant MP
Member of Parliament for

the Constituency of Lichfield.

  If you live in the Lichfield Parliamentary constituency, and you
require assistance and think your MP can help, you can either write

to Michael Fabricant at the
House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA;

or you can email him by using the webform at
www.michael.fabricant.mp.co.uk/contact.html

or telephone his office at 01543 419650
where you can also make an appointment
to see him at one of his regular surgeries.

(advertisement)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

We regret the loss of the following members:-
Mr M J Adamson, Bournemouth, died 29th December 2009.

Mrs J M Furneaux, Lichfield, died 28th April 2010.
Mr E N Brown, Sawley, died 4th December 2009.

The following comment was written on the bottom of a Membership Renewal form.

“This must be the only Society without a correspondence / comments page
in the magazine, Cliquey or what?”

The reason we don’t have a correspondence / comments page is that we very rarely
get any. Those correspondence / comments that we do receive are usually in the
form of articles about events visited. We publish these as articles, attributed to the
writer,  and not as correspondence / comments. Other comments are usually spelling
corrections or “great mag” which are not very news-worthy. My email / letter box is
always open and if you wish to comment please send them to me at either address
which you can find on page 30, and I will enter them in the next edition.

The Lichfield Canal (http://canalplan.org.uk/waterway/lojy),Hatherton Canal (http://
canalplan.org.uk/waterway/f0ic) and Lords Hayes Branch (http://canalplan.org.uk/
waterway/619z) have been put on Nick's Canal Route Planner (http://canalplan.org.uk)
in a more detailed form with pictures. You don’t need to create an account to access
the site. If you have any photos I will be happy to upload them to the site as well as
any comments or corrections.

Correction - In the last issue the picture of the blind visitor had the wrong caption. It
should have read “Blind visitor Cliff Vawda tests the Braille plaque on our new
signboard whilst his Guide Dog Caesar checks the state of the freshly laid turf.”
Apologies for the incorrect information.

Note from the Editor
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Canal Transport Services
Boat builders at Norton Canes since 1964

Traditional narrow boats and tugs built to your specification, from
one of the oldest & most respected boat builders in the business.

We have our own fully heated paint shop, dry dock and
grit blasting facility as well as all the usual

boat yard trades at your disposal.

Call Matthew Cooper on 01543 374370

GRAND PRIZE DRAW 2010
1st Prize: £500 CASH

2nd Prize: Spa Day at Hoar Cross Hall with luxury transport
by Fred Pritchard

3rd Prize: Boat Handling one-day course by Terry Robertson
4th Prize: £50 Marks & Spencer Vouchers

plus many other prizes.
Buy your own tickets or sell to others to promote our cause.
Draw to be made 23rd October at our Autumn Social Event.

For the latest pictures, news and on-line ordering of sales items,
don’t forget to take a look at the web site.

www.lhcrt.org.uk

The views expressed in Cut Both Ways do not necessarily represent those of
the Trust or the Editor. They are however published as being

of interest to our readership
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STAFFORD RIVERWAY LINK

Ken Turner, editor of Wolverhampton Boat Club magazine, sent in this article in
January; so apologies to Ken for the late entry. (Ed)
The purpose of this article is to make as many people as possible aware of a little
known lost navigation, and also of the exciting prospects for its restoration in the not
too distant future.
The waterway in question is the former Sow Navigation or the Stafford Branch, which
is now being marketed as the Stafford Riverway Link because this title best suits the
aims and objectives of the project.

Historical Background
The Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal opened in 1772. However the nearest
point that it got to the town centre of Stafford was at Radford Bank which is about 1½
miles away. A wharf operated from here, and goods were transhipped to the town by
carts.
In the late 1790s a Branch Canal was proposed, but this idea was dropped in favour
of a tramway. This only had limited success and was closed down after only a decade
of operation.
The idea of a Branch Canal was resurrected and work on constructing this began in
1814, but not from Radford Bank but a little further north at Baswich. This branch
opened in 1816. It locked down directly into the River Sow and therefore finally
completed the link by water between the Staffs & Worcs Canal and Stafford’s town
centre.
The Stafford Branch left the Staffs & Worcs Canal just west of bridge No. 101, St.
Thomas’s Bridge. It passed beneath an elegant roving bridge and went along a short
pound which had brick built walls and a lock house alongside. The channel led to an
aqueduct over the River Penk and onto a lock. The lock, Baswich or St. Thomas’s
lock, was built to the same dimensions as the locks on the Staffs & Worcs main line,
and had a nominal fall of 6ft 6ins, although obviously this could vary with river levels.
The branch then entered the River Sow at the tail of the lock, and the rest of the
navigation to Stafford was along the river. The Sow meandered across the flood
plain in a series of tight curves, and required the construction of a new channel to
straighten the navigation.
The branch terminated at Green’s Bridge near the centre of Stafford. However there
is evidence that it may have been navigable as far as Stafford Mill beyond Green’s
Bridge. It was also possible to navigate the River Sow for a short distance to the east
of the lock as far as St. Thomas’s Mill. The mill was once part of an Augustinian
priory founded by the “Black Canons” in 1175 and dedicated to St. Thomas Becket.
Like many of its kind it was closed in 1538 in the reign of Henry VIII.

Ownership & Trade
The navigation was mainly one of a canalised river and unlike most canals no Act of
Parliament was needed because all the land was owned by Lord Stafford in whose
family it was to remain.



12Cut Both Ways Spring 2010

After the opening in 1816 there was an immediate reduction in the price of coal in
Stafford. Its main purpose was to carry coal, lime and merchandise, but later became
popular with pleasure boaters.
Initially the navigation was leased to colliery companies, but in 1838 the lease was
taken over by the Staffs & Worcs Canal Company who carried out improvements
and reduced tolls. Later in 1864 Lord Hatherton and his associates took over the
lease and held it for the next four decades. However it is worth noting that a succession
of Lord Hathertons were also board members of S & WCC and often in the role of
Chairman!
In the late 19th century salt was discovered on Stafford Common. The Stafford Salt
& Alkali Company Limited was formed and the extraction of brine commenced. The
company opened a second works in Baswich on land that was opposite the entrance
to the Stafford Branch Canal and supplied it with brine for processing. The brine was
pumped through a two mile pipeline which followed the towpath of the Sow Navigation.
Saline solution was also pumped to Stafford town centre for use in the brine baths.
During the 1920s the traffic using the Sow Navigation declined and the wharf in
Stafford eventually fell silent. There were no more working boats, the channel narrowed
with sprawling choking foliage and the waterway became neglected. The canal
company did not renew the lease when it expired in 1927 and the branch became
derelict.

The Waterway Today
It is a great pity that the branch has been lost as a navigation because there is a
unique fascination in visiting towns by boat at the end of the line. Places like Ellesmere,
Coventry, Aylesbury and Loughborough all benefit from having this facility.
The roving bridge at the junction of the branch has been demolished, and the site is
now occupied by an overflow weir. This took place in the 1970s. However some
remnants of the bridge abutments have survived.
Beyond the junction, the position of the channel can just about be made out, while
copings of the canal wall can be seen at the point where the channel narrows on the
approach to the aqueduct.
The aqueduct itself, however, was demolished as part of the 1970s flood prevention
scheme. The lock has vanished altogether, although differing shades in the grass
give telltale signs of its former presence, and suggest that there might be some
buried remains below the surface.
At the tail of the lock the navigation becomes all canalised river, albeit silted up in
places. There are three bridges along the river before Green’s Bridge, which was
effectively the head of navigation. The bridges are Fairway, Riverway and Queensway.
All have adequate headroom for navigation and there are no serious practical
obstructions.

The Future of the Link
There have been a number of initiatives over several years to “kick start” the restoration
of the branch. The most recent of these has been spearheaded by members of

continued in page 14
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Stafford Boat Club and the Wolverhampton Boat Club, with help and advice from the
Inland Waterways Association. In the last twelve months there has been considerable
progress on a number of fronts.
The first of these concerns land ownership. It is believed that the river section of the
navigation is part of the estate of Lord Stafford, and not only has he given his blessing
to the scheme but he has accepted the offer to become the S.R.L.’s Patron.
The land leading from the junction with the Staffs & Worcs Canal is in private
ownership. However the owners of this have generously offered to allow S.R.L. to
reinstate the canal, and they are even being proactive in providing help to move the
scheme forward.
Stafford Borough Council are generally in favour of restoration. It has been indicated
that any proposed developments in the town near to the waterfront must accommodate
a restored navigation.
The S.R.L. intend to set up a Community Interest Company. This idea is unusual for
a waterway restoration group, but is in keeping with the aims of restoring the waterway
corridor for the community in general, so that people from all walks of life can enjoy
the benefits. The MP for Stafford, David Kidney, (at the time of writing - Ed) is quite
keen on this proposal, and has also accepted the offer to become the President of
S.R.L.
Obviously there are still many hurdles to cross. The S.R.L. wish to involve the Friends
of Stafford Riverway and Staffordshire Wildlife in their plans. Also to reach a dialogue
with the Environment Agency who understandably have concerns about the effects
on the river’s ability to take away flood water. S.R.L. feel that this problem can be
overcome. A dredged river should prove to be more efficient in dealing with flood
water. It is true that boats will not be able to navigate when strong stream conditions
are present, but this is already the case on many other river navigations.
Aims of the Stafford Riverway Link
(a) To promote the restoration of the historic river and canal waterway linking the
county town of Stafford to the National Waterways Network for the benefit of the
community and all interested groups.
(b) To further the preservation, conservation and restoration of the S.R.L. and to
promote and stimulate public interest in protecting its wildlife and respecting its history.
(c) To establish partnerships with local aithorities and other bodies that will facilitate
this restoration.

Ken Turner

The Next Step
The next stage for S.R.L. to be able to progress towards restoration is to commission
a feasibility study so that the validity and practicality of the scheme can be
demonstrated to local authorities and other bodies that may be able to provide finance.
However the study itself will require financing. The S.R.L. therefore need to raise the
profile and attract more members.
If you would like to support the project by joining S.R.L. or would like copies of this
article or simply require more information please contact the website: www.stafford-
riverway-link.co.uk. Alternatively contact Ivor Hind on telephone number: 01785
714459.
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Since the last draw took place in March, there have been seven new subscriptions
to the 500 Club, the latest being No 300. However, the number of active subscriptions
is running at 212. We have lost some memberships which means that the amount
available for the Capital Fund and for prize money is not increasing. Don’t forget,
membership of the 500 Club is open to everyone, not just Trust members. So
please spread the word

The winners of the June draw are:

First prize £165.36 No 68 Graham Danbury, St Albans, Herts
Second prize £108.12 No 58 Mr PH Ogden, Rowington, Warks
Third prize £44.52 No 64 David Dixon, Lichfield, Staffs

Become a member of our 500 Club for the chance to
win prizes of up to £400 every three months!

50% of the 500 Club income will be retained for capital
expenditure essential for restoration of our two
canals… and

50% paid in prizes to its members.
The “500 Club” could contribute up to £3,000 a year
- or even more - whilst, for just £12 a year, Club
Members get four chances of winning prizes of up
to £400 - or maybe more each time!

If there are more or less than 500 members, the prizes will be proportionally
increased or decreased. So the more 500 Club members we have, the higher
the prizes. Remember, membership of the 500 Club is open to everyone, not
just members of Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust.
So please spread the word. If you want to subscribe, you can download an
application form from our website www.lhcrt.org.uk, or write to Mavis Moore,
88 Spring Lane, Whittington, Lichfield WS14 9NA.

The “500 Club” Capital Fund has been established to raise funds for capital
expenditure on land purchase and rebuilding structures on the Lichfield and Hatherton
Canals. For an annual subscription of £12 Club Members are allocated 1 chance in
each of 4 successive quarterly draws. Based on a membership of 500, the maximum
prizes will be:

1st Prize £400 approx 26% income
2nd Prize £250 approx 17% income
3rd Prize £100 approx 7% income
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MARKETING REPORT

Summer is a busy time for interesting events with plenty of opportunity for the Trust
to present itself to the public at large, both canal lovers and others. A fore-taste
appeared in the last issue: so how did we do?

Historic Boat Rally, Braunston, Northamptonshire 26-27th June.

Some of the 90 boats on display at the
Braunston Historic Boats Rally, 26,27-Jun-10

After “the last Braunston
Show” in 1999 was then
moved to Crick Marina,
Braunston Marina
proprietor Tim Coghlan
saw an opportunity for
TWO shows! Set at the
heart of the canal
system and its history,
Braunston offers a very
special atmosphere for

historic working boats.
Each year has set a new
record with the RallyBraunston Marina donation. l to r Sue Williams,

David Blagrove, Bob Williams, Tim Coghlan, 27-Jun-10
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MARKETING REPORT

almost becoming a victim of its own success! Some 90 boats this year were hard to
accommodate in the confines of Braunston and turning out for a formal commentated
parade entertained the crowds all day. Their annual charitable generosity brought
our net gain to £360. Thank you Tim for your valuable support again.

“Cars in the Park”, Beacon Park, Lichfield, 3-4th July.
Those who know Lichfield will know that Beacon Park is a huge area of open space
close to the City Centre. Imagine it – all of it – totally covered in cars on display, from

the very oldest to the
newest and just about
everything in between.
The off-road trial ground
proved popular too. With
glorious summer
weather, what a
spectacle for the
thousands of visitors,
many willingly supporting
our cause. We believe
our relative new-comer
Ossie Cutayar set a
record for selling about

£100 of raffle ticket in an hour adding to the net gain of £342 and a couple of members:
there are canal lovers everywhere!

Crick Boat Show, Crick Marina, Northampton 29th–31st May.
Through no fault of the organisers, this event has been plagued in recent years with
severely unseasonal
weather and a major local
fire, so mass finger-
crossing did the trick this
year. Although Saturday
was a bit wet, massive
crowds attended
throughout the week-end
with interest shown in the
advancement of our
projects. Exhibition space
there is expensive but a
net gain of £648 and 5
new members made it
worthwhile.
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L&H at Lichfield Festival, 10-Jul-10

MARKETING REPORT

Bob Williams

Lichfield Greenhill Bower, 31st May
The annual Lichfield Carnival Parade reaches Beacon Park in the afternoon where
better weather this year brought us £268 and 8 new members in such a short time!

Brownhills Waterfront, 27th June.
See our roving reporter, Barry Kenn’s account,  of this local event on page 24.

Lichfield Market and FUSE Arts Festival, 10-11th July.
It must be said that Lichfield Cathedral provides an unrivalled backdrop to the City’s

Festival. More fine
weather helped to
bring a reported
20,000 visitors to
the week-end’s
spread of activities.
The confines of the
historic Dam Street
and Cathedral
Close the one day
and Beacon Park
the next, keep
sellers and buyers
together. Extensive
interest was shown
in the progress

being made with canal restoration evidenced by a net gain of £376 and 16 new
members. That must be a record for just a few hours!

Collectively, these events have netted £2,311 and 36 new members. It’s all down to
a small dedicated team. Can you join a successful group to make it even better? Call
any Director on page 30.

Thanks are due to Brian Kingshott, Rob Davies, Dave & Mavis Moore, Mike & May
Brown, Mike & Bobbie Battisson, Hilary Smith, George Simonczyk, Dennis & Linda
Seal, Paul & Beverley Marshall, Barry Kenn, Keith Grice, Ossie Cutayar, John Taylor,
David Dixon, Sue Calder and my Sue with me.

For details about our Regular Giving Scheme
contact Bob Williams Tel 01543 671427

Norfolk House, 29 Hall Lane, Hammerwich, Burntwood, WS7 0JP
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Bob Williams, Director (Finance)

MONEY MATTERS

Council grant
As predicted in the last issue, Lichfield District Council has now approved a grant of
£35,000 from their “Section 106” Planning Gains Fund towards the water project in
the Borrowcop Locks Canal Park alongside Tamworth Road in Lichfield. Additional
grants are being sought to meet the cost of engaging a contractor to undertake this
specialised task of removing the culverted watercourse (the “big pipe”) and
waterproofing the channel. Hopefully, this can be achieved by next Spring as a
permanent section of the canal in Lichfield.

Artistic impression of Pound 26 in water
David Suchet Thirty Pound Appeal
As with all appeals, there is always a “plateau” after the first flush of early donations
when income reduces to a trickle. We know times are hard for everyone but we
cannot stand still and urge those who have been thinking about it to spare something
towards funding the “Atkins Phase 1”. The David Suchet “£30 note” issued as a
receipt has caught the imagination of nearly 300 donors so far: we need lots more!

Grand Prize Draw
Thanks are due to so many members who have returned tickets to enter this
year’s Draw, contributing to a total of £2,657 so far. We can expect this to reach
£4,000 so please sell the tickets sent with the last issue, or enter yourself. There is
time yet before the Draw at our Social Evening on 23rd October 2010.
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LICHFIELD CANAL WORKING PARTY NEWS

Despite protestations that he is only a brick-layer, Brian Davis’s leadership three
days every week over many years at Tamworth Road has produced amazing results.
The later stages of reconstructing the canal alongside Tamworth Road bear testimony
to his career experience, assisted by Clive Hensman on computer design work, and
mainly Barry Parkes and Keith Grice on the ground. The Chairman’s report pays
tribute to Brian who has decided to retire from front-line activity: that reduces the
average age of the site workers to below 70 years so there’s hope for the rest of us
yet!

Inevitably, without the certainty of Brian’s constant presence, other seasonal demands,
current work nearing completion, there has been a reduction in activity on site,
exacerbated by the theft of our stone-cutting machine. However, we have been
rejoined by some we have not been seen for a while; Rob Houghton, Andrew Hopkins,
Mike Brown have added their skills to recent work on completing “Bywash 25”. Mike
has friends in the right places who produced a dedicated carved brick block bearing
the date 2010 which he has fitted into the off-side wall. Barry has skilfully carved
2010 into a stone block for the other end.

“Green” help has come from Great Barr School (see cover picture) with two bus-
loads of young environmentalists who did further clearance work between Lock 24
and Cricket Lane in June. Thanks also to Hilary and Aileen who have assisted the
regulars with much of the “gardening”.

Completing bywash 25 with a dedicated carved brick block
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LICHFIELD CANAL WORKING PARTY NEWS

We might say “It never rains but it pours”. September is going to be almost full-time
work when we shall have visiting volunteers from Waterway Recovery Group teams
from Essex, North West and BITM (Bit In The Middle!). Additionally, there will be
return visits by members of the Jaguar Land Rover Corporate Citizenship Scheme
spread over eight days. We know from experience that all these are hard workers
who can shift huge volumes of work. We need extra people on the “home team” to
assist with organisation and supervision. So if you can help in this way, please contact
me to discuss the details (see page 30).

Presentation of the Fradley Junction plaque by Barry D. Diggle, chairman of
Lichfield District Council, to Mary & Ron Heritage of the boat Heron.

(L to R) Ron Heritage, Mrs Valerie Diggle, Mary Heritage, Barry D. Diggle,
and Phil Sharpe, chairman, Lichfield Branch of the

Inland Waterways Association. (19-May-10)

The Lichfield Branch of the Inland Waterways Association

Bob Williams, Project Co-ordinator
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Re-enactment of Historic Voyage to Save The Inland Waterways

The Lichfield Branch of the Inland Waterways Association (IWA) helped celebrate a
historic canal boat voyage on Wednesday 19th May at Fradley Junction, where the
Trent & Mersey Canal and Coventry Canal meet.

Narrowboats Heron and Jupiter are re-enacting a voyage around the canal system
by famous author Tom Rolt in the centenary year of his birth.  The voyage in 1939 on
his narrowboat Cressy led to Tom writing his famous book Narrow Boat that inspired
the founding of the Inland Waterways Association and the saving of the canal system.

The recently elected Chairman of Lichfield District Council, Councillor Barry Diggle
was on hand to greet the boats and present them with a medallion showing pictures
of the local canal, to add to their collection covering each of the areas they pass
through.  IWA members manned an exhibition about their local and national activities,
and the Save Our System campaign (SOS) to improve waterways funding so they
can continue to be well maintained for public benefit.

The reception and exhibition at Fradley Junction was arranged to meet the boats as
they passed through the Lichfield area and to generate publicity and public support
for the waterways.  It is one of many events being organised by the IWA this year to
focus attention on the importance of the nation’s inland waterways as a ‘linear national
park’ of over 4,000 miles which is available for everyone to enjoy, free of charge.

In addition to providing a valuable recreational resource for families wanting to go for
a walk, go cycling or fishing, or to go boating, the waterways are also a great place to
see wildlife, and are the guardians of over 200 years of heritage; with over 2,700
listed buildings and 99 scheduled monuments. There are also currently 11 UNESCO
World Heritage Sites that have a waterway adjacent to or integral to the site located
around the country.

The waterways are currently under threat due to lack of adequate funding. The event
successfully highlighted this danger to the many people who visit Fradley Junction to
enjoy its unique heritage.

For photographs of the event contact: Harry Arnold at harry@waterwayimages.com
or 01283 790447 or 07885 310348

For more details about IWA Lichfield Branch contact: Margaret Beardsmore at
margaretbeardsmore@gmail.com on 01889 803923 or 07581 794111 or go to
lichfield@waterways.org.uk

IWA Press Release
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About IWA

The Inland Waterways Association is a registered charity, founded in 1946, which
advocates the conservation, use, maintenance, restoration and development of the
inland waterways for public benefit.

IWA works closely with navigation authorities, national and local authorities, voluntary,
private and public sector organisations. We campaign and lobby for support and
encourage public participation in the inland waterways. IWA also manages the
Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation for the public benefit, through its subsidiary Essex
Waterways, (www.essexwaterways.com) having stepped in to prevent its closure in
2005.

IWA actively supports waterway restoration, and through its waterways restoration
volunteering organisation, Waterway Recovery Group (www.wrg.org.uk), organises
and subsidises over 20 week-long waterway restoration working holidays for
volunteers of all ages throughout the UK each year, as well as conducting multiple
work parties around the country on most weekends.  This particularly enables young
people to participate in the preservation and restoration of our heritage, and in doing
so learn construction and heritage skills.

More than 500 miles of canals and navigable rivers have been re-opened to public
use since the Association was founded in 1946.  The Association is working to restore
a further 500 miles of derelict inland waterways.

IWA is organised into 35 local branches covering geographical areas of the country,
through which volunteers coordinate activities as diverse as policing planning
applications through the waterway corridor, organising festivals and events to raise
public awareness, providing engineering expertise, raising money for restoration
schemes, and providing education on the value and benefits of their local waterways.

There is much more information at www.waterways.org.uk

Corporate Member
Campaigning for the use, maintenance, and restoration of
Britain’s inland waterways

IWA Press Release
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Brownhills Canal Festival rolled round again [where did that year go?] so first job, a
mid week visit to Bob Williams to collect the banners prior to the event. As I had not
been on a May cruise this year and severe withdrawal symptoms had set in, I decided
to make a long weekend of it.

Rita dropped me off at my boat early on Friday morning with instructions to pick me
up late Monday afternoon. I think she was secretly thinking “Goody, that’s the Grumpy
old Man out of my hair for a few days!

Saturday morning, the short cruise round to Tesco’s Wharf was uneventful and I
picked my mooring with a view to being adjacent to “our” pitch so I could be on hand
for tea/coffee making duties. First job was to find my trusty beach shovel and clear
up the Canada goose droppings, which were littering the place. Nice birds, but the
mess they leave behind is a nuisance to say the least!

Sunday soon arrived and there was a feeling of uncertainty in my mind, as I cooked
my breakfast, it just seemed possible that some of the local people may be under
the impression that the event had been cancelled because of the Chasewater
situation. Also, the event clashed with the world cup match between England and
Germany [Any body know who won?]

I had just finished my “fry up” when Mike and May Brown duly arrived with a very
special helper in the shape of granddaughter Natasha and we soon had the gazebo
up and our wares on display.

George Simonczyk arrived with a load of bedding plants which he had coerced
Pillaton’s, the local garden centre, into donating. Nice one George! They sold like hot
cakes.

The morning went well although there were fewer stalls this year and fewer boats.
However, the beautiful sunshine ensured a steady stream of people and we were
able to sell quite a few books and George and Ossie, together with the rest of the
crew were able to sell one hundred raffle tickets between ‘em.

As expected, the crowds magically disappeared at around 2.30 to get home to watch
the footie and ironically, it did us a favour, as by then we were wilting in the heat! With
no one left to sell to we were grateful to be able to wrap up early and we were all
packed up and ready to leave by 3.00 o’clock.

Thanks to Eric and Doreen, Denis and Carol, Vic, Keith, Bill, Trevor and Ossie for
paying us a visit and of course, thanks to me for keeping the crew refreshed with tea/
coffee biscuits. [Can you hear a trumpet!]

Proceeds for the day, £222.52, included a hundred raffle tickets and three new
members. Barry Kenn

BROWNHILLS CANAL FESTIVAL



25Cut Both Ways Spring 2010

"Who's missing from this picture; could it be you?
The Marketing team needs more volunteers.

Contact David Moore on 01543 432718."

Brownhills Waterfront event, 27-June-10 (Barry Kenn)


