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BW Narrow Boat “SEVERN DOLPHIN”  Icebreaking (circa 1985).
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TEL:01543 414808 MOBILE:07860 729522
FAX:01543 414770

www.streethaywharf.co.uk
7-DAY CALL OUT SERVICE

GEN SETS FITTED
DIESEL AND SOLID FUEL STOVES FITTED

BOTTOM BLACKING
REPAINTING AND SIGNWRITING

NEW BOATS FULL & PART FIT-OUT SUPPLIED
ALL MECHANICAL WORK

FULL CHANDLERY
STRETCHING AND REBOTTOMING

CORGI REG. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE
ALL STEEL WORK AND TANKS

Support the boat yard on the “Lichfield Ring”

Boat Transport, England, Europe !Cranage Arranged
Site Surveys ! Complete Service for DIY !!!!! Repairs

Boat Hire !Boat Fitting !Diesel Pump Out
! Mooring ! Boat Sales ! Laundry
Trent & Mersey Canal

V.A.T No. 203321527
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For the first time in my 12 years of living in the lee of Offa’s Dyke I am snowed in as
I sit to write this. Only the 4x4s, the tractors and the sheep are getting through and
the car looks like a snowdrift. Fortunately this has happened within the festive pause
in L&H activity and I am not required in Lichfield for any meetings. It will soon be
back to business as we prepare to push forward into another year of restoration. It
would be good to be able to report that 2010 will see major tangible steps in the
canal reopening process but, realistically, it will be the mixture much as before. We
were recently warned that the work on site is always the easy bit – the bit that brings
the photographs and the press releases. The long and difficult bit is putting together
the plans, commissioning the suite of reports, getting the consents from the statutory
bodies and then finding the money. We know what has to be done and must be
patient and determined as we edge forwards.

As many of you will know, and as my address shows, I live next to the ruin of a
Marcher castle. It was much “slighted” during the Civil War when it enjoyed a brief
moment of infamy, and has been slowly slipping towards final collapse over the
subsequent centuries. It sits at the end of our garden and I suspect that the cottage
was built from its pilfered stones, as was much of the village. Two years ago it was
awarded a substantial Heritage Lottery Grant after many years of frustration and
disappointment. A Trust, with a handful of members, finally pressed the right buttons
and the money came. Work is now well under way, even in the snow. It has even
attracted “Time Team” and a programme will go out on Channel 4 sometime in 2010.
The point is that persistence was rewarded and English Heritage is now handling a
major project, out of the hands of the amateurs and the volunteers.

L&H is always alert to possible funding streams although the big ones have mostly
eluded us. Our major coup was to tap into European funding a few years ago which
enabled us to rebuild Cappers Bridge, fund a feasibility study and fabricate some
bridge sections. Currently, we are awaiting the outcome of a funding process run by
Lichfield District Council which may help us to progress works at Tamworth Road.

(continued over)

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN



4Cut Both Ways Winter 2009/10

We are in competition with other good causes within Lichfield and the outcome is
much too close to call. If we are given anything close to our expectations we can
make major strides at Tamworth Road. Depending on the level of funding we have
several schemes for introducing water to what we call the Borrowcop Locks Canal
Park. Our own building team, led by Brian Davis, is now well advanced in creating an
interesting bywash for Lock 25 (See below and working party news).

The water will enter a circular structure inspired by the distinctive bywashes on the
Staffs & Worcester Canal. This is both beautiful and innovative. If funding allows, we
would like to use contractors to finish Pound 26, alongside Mrs Attwood’s garden,
and then fill it with water. This work will require much preliminary activity on the lines
I mentioned earlier. The reports and the permissions must come before the building.

(continued over)

Our Vision Statement
To restore the Lichfield Canal and the Hatherton Canal to re-open

waterway links between Staffordshire and the West Midlands, for the
benefit of the environment, amenity and prosperity of the people of the

region and to enhance the nation’s inland waterway system.

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

Diagram of the Lock 25 bywash
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1998 DATA PROTECTION ACT
The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust Ltd will hold your
details for marketing purposes in accordance with the 1998 Data
Protection Act. If you do not wish to receive updates from the Trust
or any third party with whom we co-operate then please advise the
Trust through Director Bob Williams on 01543 671427.

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

Observant readers will note that the Atkins Study divided the Lichfield restoration
into 5 phases with Phase 1 starting at the bottom, at Huddlesford, and then progressing
uphill towards Ogley where Phase 5 ends. We are pleased to have developed a
healthy and co-operative relationship with members of the Lichfield Cruising Club. It
might, therefore, seem illogical to be devoting major energies to the Tamworth Road
site. There are several good reasons for this. Tamworth Road has been our main
site for several years and we cannot just leave it to fit with a paper plan. It is a highly
visible project, easily seen from the road and conveniently investigated from the
footpaths. It is relatively easy to finance and it is well-regarded by the authorities and
the neighbours. Our preparatory activities at Huddlesford are likely to take some
time and it is only logical to work where we can and when we can.

Meanwhile, we must continue to show that we are a two canal Trust. We are very
conscious that we must maintain a strong presence on the Hatherton. Much of this is
in the form of a “watching brief”. Most of the section from The Roman Way to Calf
Heath is in British Waterways ownership where the channel is an important part of its
water management network. The section from the old A460, through Churchbridge,
needs careful monitoring to ensure that nothing is done which will threaten the ultimate
line of restoration. From the A5 towards the proposed link to the Lord Hay Branch at
Pelsall is a lengthy section of “new build”. This is the route recommended by the
supplementary Atkins Report. We hope, in 2010, to progress the discussions with
land owners as the first step towards building this section. Currently, we seem more
likely to get boats to Cannock from this direction rather than from the west as originally
envisaged.

Bleak January days are probably not the best time to try to plot an optimistic route
through the year ahead. Indeed, such short-termism would be misplaced. We have
always realised that canal restoration is an extended concept. We have set ourselves
ambitious targets for completion for anything else would remove the pressure and
sense of purpose yet we must not be downhearted if we do not achieve all the aims
we set ourselves. My main hope for the year ahead is that we maintain our enthusiasm
and replenish our numbers. We will always need more volunteers, more support and
more money, I appeal to all our members to help us with this.

 Brian Kingshott
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Canal Transport Services
Boat builders at Norton Canes since 1964

Traditional narrow boats and tugs built to your specification, from
One of the oldest & most respected boat builders in the business.

We have our own fully heated paint shop, dry dock and grit
Blasting facility as well as all the usual boat yard trades at your

Disposal.

Call Matthew Cooper on 01543 374370

Long term career opportunity
Treating the community with painful foot problems will prove

a highly rewarding career change for those who have

Talk to our recruitment officer .0121 559 0180

Practical training carried out in our four clinics in the West

considered such a vocation

Midlands, free prospectus available or download from our

Website  orwww.collegefhp.com

Change your profession for a more practical “Hands-on Career”
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(advertisment)

Michael Fabricant MP
Member of Parliament for

the Constituency of Lichfield.

  if you live in the Lichfield Parliamentary constituency, and you
require assistance and think your MP can help, you can either write

to Michael Fabricant at the
House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA;

or you can email him by using the webform at
www.michael.fabricant.mp.co.uk/contact.html

or telephone his office at 01543 419650
where you can also make an appointment
to see him at one of his regular surgeries.

(advertisment)
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Donations to the Trust
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations for

amounts over £20 from 1st October to 31st December 2009.
Name ( in order of receipt ) Trust & Suchet Restoration

Marketing Appeal & Land Funds
Mr P C Blundell 30.00
Mr D Gray (pledge) 240.00
Mr J R Haines 40.00
Mr D J Jarvis 30.00
Mr P Findlay 60.00
Mr A J Watts 30.00
Mrs M Ingham (pledge) 125.00
Mr P A Forshaw 250.00
Mr A F Myatt (part pledge) 60.00
Mr J C S Ford 60.00
Dr A W Read 120.00
Mr B J Holloway (part pledge) 60.00
Mrs S E Saunders 30.00
Mr A P Arnold 60.00
Longwood Boat Club 200.00
Mr E L Hill 30.00
Mr J E Grubb 30.00
Me A Rowbotham 30.00
Mrs V Naruszewicz-Neale 140.00
Mr D L Antrobus 40.00
Mr J B Atkins 30.00
Mr C Sleight 30.00
IWA, South London Branch 150.00
Mr S G Buer 50.00
Mrs T Samson 30.00
Mr P J Rice (part pledge) 30.00
Mr A D Culley (part Pledge) 60.00
Mr D C Haywood (with sub.) 50.00
Memorial gifts for James Calder dec’d 1,348.36
Mr D E Ramsbottom 30.00
Mrs S E Shaw 30.00
Mr D E Slater 30.00
Mrs P Stackhouse 30.00
Dr I S Appleyard 30.00
Mr C D Coyle 30.00
Mr & Mrs R P R Sparks 30.00
Mr L T Flower 60.00
Mr J L Norton 30.00
Mr T J Rogers 30.00



9Cut Both Ways Winter 2009/10

Mrs M Smith 30.00
Mr M W Fear 30.00
Mrs A J Griffiths 30.00
Mr M B Jones 30.00
Mr R C Snell 30.00
Mr D J Warren 30.00
Mr P J Haslett 30.00
Mr M J Beare 50.00
Mrs J A Hodge; Pheasey Library talk 25.00
Mr K Ashcroft (pledge) 240.00
Mr M I Crompton (part pledge) 120.00
Mrs E G Tonge 120.00
Mrs J D Allison (part pledge) 60.00
Mrs P A Gaskill (pledge) 240.00
Mr R J Fenton 30.00
Mr N M Waring 100.00
Mr & Mrs R Wickham 50.00
Mr R S Birch 30.00
Mr P J Harman 30.00
Miss V I Clark 50.00
Mr L B Houghton 30.00
Mr B Seymour 30.00
Mr G K Williams 30.00
Mrs M Woolston 30.00
Mr J W Farren 100.00
Mr & Mrs D J Bradbury 25.00
Mr R G W Brunstrom 30.00
Mr R J Chapman 30.00
Mr A C Pegrum 30.00
Mrs B M Staples 30.00
Mr H Eyles 30.00
Mr D S Stevens 30.00
Mr A V H Gulvin 30.00
Mr D H Junkison 120.00
Mr P J Smith (with sub.) 44.00
Mrs P F Bennett 30.00
Mr G G Booth 30.00
Mr D R Logan 30.00
Mr G J Nicholson 30.00
Mr S W Clarke 120.00
Mr J A Laidlar 30.00
Mr S Judge (with sub.) 25.00

Name ( in order of receipt ) Trust & Suchet Restoration
Marketing Appeal & Land Funds
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Midlands Co-operative Society Limited
Boley Park store 25th anniversary draw 50.00
Anonymous Charitable Giving 250.00
Mr C D Gibson 100.00
Mr M N Rayner 30.00
Mr G W Oxley 50.00
IWA, Lichfield Branch 300.00
The Four Points Ramble Association 33.50
Mr S Mundy 30.00
Mr R A Smith 400.00
Mr & Mrs R G Bradford 60.00
Mr J Moody (returned property rent) 150.00
Dr T Hollingworth 67.00
Mr David Stanistreet 90.00
Mr R H Davies (returned expenses) 405.50
Mr D Dixon (returned expenses)
Mr B Kingshott (returned expenses) 753.75
Mr D L Moore (returned expenses) 50.00
Mr R O Williams (returned expenses) 39.80
Mr J E Wood 42.03
Regular donors to appeals 568.50 425.00
Aggregated donations below £20 each 576.90 255.00

We are very grateful to the following donors:-
Mr M Allen, Great Barr, Birmingham, for historic photographs of Lichfield Canal.
Mrs J Dickinson, Fradley, Staffs., for a quantity of concrete flagstones.
Jack Moody Ltd, Hollybush Garden Centre, Essington, for supply of blue bricks.
Mr R S Birch, Wendover, for historic local maps.

Name ( in order of receipt ) Trust & Suchet Restoration
Marketing Appeal & Land Funds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We regret the loss of the following members:-
Ms M E Wilson, Cannock, died October 2009.

Mr D C Haywood, Cannock, died 2nd December 2009.
Mrs Pat Chandler, Alrewas, died 24th December 2009.
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New Members up to 13th. Jan  2010

Mr G.Main, Deal, Kent
Mr P.D.Hingley, Piccadilly, London
Mrs B.Bridge, Littleborough, Lancs.
Mr D.E.Ramsbottom, Lichfield
Mr S.N.J.Blades, Bath
Mr R.A.Strike, Erdington, Birmingham
Mrs J.Strike, Erdington, Birmingham
Mrs M.Guest, Bromley Hayes, Lichfield

Membership1148 ( Including 126 Life, 17Joint Life, 12 Group, 17 Corporate)
Plus 486 Family. Total 1634. Covenanted Members 64.

Current Covenant and Gift Aid declarations 1184

Mr and Mrs P.Roberts, Lichfield
Mr C.Plant, Guernsey
Mrs M.Woolston, Sutton Coldfield
Mrs V.R.M. Potter, Stafford
Mr A.Palfreyman, Rugby
Mr M.Beasley, Epping
Mr D.G.Thompson, Loughborough
Mr G.G.Booth, Loughborough

GRAND PRIZE DRAGRAND PRIZE DRAGRAND PRIZE DRAGRAND PRIZE DRAGRAND PRIZE DRAW 2009 (Winners)W 2009 (Winners)W 2009 (Winners)W 2009 (Winners)W 2009 (Winners)
1st. £500 CASH.

Mr. & Mrs. T. Thomas, Lichfield.

2nd. Hire of DAY BOAT from ANGLO WELSH at Great Haywood.
Mrs. J. Stubbs, Lichfield.

3rd. Life Membership of LHCRT.
Mr. E. Mobley, Walsall.

4th. 1 day RYA Boathandling Course.
Mrs. E. Pettit, Ottery St Mary.

5th. M&S Voucher for £50.
Ms. L. Birch, Burntwood.

6th. Christian Lacroix Perfume
& Beauty Bag.

Mr. B. White, Tamworth.

7th. Men’s or Ladies Cut & Blow Dry at SILKS of LICHFIELD.
Mrs. S. Jarvis, Littlewick.

8th. Duffle Bag & Shopping Guide.
Mr. S. G. Taylor, Willenhall.

9th. £10 Asda Voucher.
Mr. P. Stephens, Fradley.

10th  £5 Morrisons VOUCHER.
Mrs. V. Lilley, Harwich.
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Bob Williams, Director (Finance)

David Suchet Thirty Pound Appeal
With our thanks to more than 250 contributors so far, average donations of £1,000
per week since July 2009 has taken the Appeal Fund over £25,000. This is an excellent
start towards work on Phase 1 of the Lichfield Canal. Before there can be any more
visible work on site, a lot of effort goes into project planning where professional fees
must be met for essential studies, reports and permissions. Paradoxically, some
might say that “digging is the easy bit that comes last”! Please keep them coming to
get your own £30 note.

“Section 106” Planning Gain Fund
Lichfield District Council have yet to reach a decision on a potential grant payment
towards fully restoring Pound 26 in water at Tamworth Road.

2009 Accounts
Draft figures for last year show the following outcome which may vary slightly when
fully audited for presentation to the AGM:-
Total income £100,787
Less expenditure (£97,659)
Surplus £3,128
Less asset depreciation (£8,488)
Resources brought forward £181,379
Resources carried forward £176,018

This is a pleasing result considering that £52,000 had to be spent on two major
Feasibility Studies, initially to secure the canal routes in the Local Development
Frameworks being prepared by four of our Local Authorities. On the ground, our
regular volunteer workforce put in some 5,000 man hours throughout the year, assisted
by occasional Waterway Recovery Group visiting teams. See the Lichfield Canal
report and pictures in this edition.

Replacing our excavator which was stolen last year meant supplementing a fair
insurance settlement with funds which would have been better spent on work, not
thieves. Full accounts will be in included in the next edition for presenting to the AGM
with details of the meeting to be held on 18th June 2010.

Cost saving
Whilst we constantly look for new funding opportunities, it is not always on the income
side. Like everyone else, we have to look carefully at costs incurred in running the
Trust. Bank charges, magazine printing and postage are under review where potential
savings of about £2,000 a year are possible by adopting alternative methods.

MONEY MATTERS
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Since the last issue of Cut Both Ways, we have registered Member Number 291 of the 500
Club. The Trust would like to thank everyone for their support during the year. However,
during 2009 we also lost some memberships which means that the amount available for
both the Capital Fund and prizes has not increased. The prizes for the December draw
have remained the same as for the September 2009 draw.

In order to increase the contribution to the Capital Fund and, of course, the amount of prize
money available, the number of 500 Club members needs to grow. Remember, membership
of the 500 Club is now open to everyone, not just members of Lichfield & Hatherton Canals
Restoration Trust. So please spread the word.

The winners of the draw are:
First prize £173.94 No 226 Mr P Stephens, Fradley, Staffs
Second prize £113.73 No 92 Philip Kimpton, Hatherton, Staffs
Third prize £46.83 No 13 Don Stevens, Cannock, Staffs

The “500 Club” Capital Fund has been established to raise funds for capital expenditure on
land purchase and rebuilding structures on the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals. For an
annual subscription of £12 Club Members are allocated 1 chance in each of 4 successive
quarterly draws. Based on a membership of 500, the maximum prizes will be:

1st Prize £400 approx 26% income
2nd Prize £250 approx 17% income
3rd Prize £100 approx 7% income

Become a member of our 500 Club for the chance to
win prizes of up to £400 every three months!

50% of the 500 Club income will be retained for capital
expenditure essential for restoration of our two
canals… and

50% paid in prizes to its members.
The “500 Club” could contribute up to £3,000 a year
- or even more - whilst, for just £12 a year, Club
Members get four chances of winning prizes of up
to £400 - or maybe more each time!

If there are more or less than 500 members, the prizes will be proportionally
increased or decreased. So the more 500 Club members we have, the higher
the prizes. If you want to subscribe, you can download an application form

from our website www.lhcrt.org.uk, or write to
Mavis Moore, 88 Spring Lane, Whittington, Lichfield WS14 9NA.
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Membership rates are:
Adult £10; Family £15; Junior (under 18), Student, Retired or Unemployed £6;
Group (Clubs & Societies) £25; Corporate £200; Life Membership £200.

To join, please contact the Membership Secretary (see address page).

CANAL FESTIVAL - PELSALL 2010

The Birmingham Canal Navigations Society is pleased to announce
that its main Summer event this year will be held on the northern
section of the Birmingham Canal Navigations (BCN). The Festival
is supported by the Inland Waterways Association, Lichfield and
Birmingham Black Country & Worcestershire Branches, Longwood
Boat Club and the Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust.

The dates will be 12/13th June 2010 and the location will be Pelsall
Wood Common, off Wood Lane, Pelsall.

The campaigning aims of the event are to increase the profile of
the northern BCN and to contribute to the fight against the current
reduction in funding for the Inland Waterways. This could put at risk
the future of the canals in this area unless their benefits for visiting
boaters and the local communities can be demonstrated.

The location has been used previously for successful waterways
events and the organisers are confident that a warm welcome and
full support will be received from the local community. Boaters will
have the opportunity to join a BCN Explorer Cruise on their way to
the Festival.

The Festival will include stalls, entertainment, displays and
refreshments for the public as well as being a gathering of boats
from all over the country. Entry for the public will be free. Boaters
and exhibitors are welcome to attend, for further information and
an application form please contact;

Brenda Ward, tel. 0121 355 6351 email: -
boundarypost@googlemail.com

For general inquiries please contact;

Ivor Caplan, mobile 07778 685674 email: - ihcaplan@msn.com
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL RECOVERY OF THE TAMWORTH ROAD
RESTORATION SITE

In Ecology Matters12 (Cut Both Ways, Issue 56), published in 2008, the Tamworth
Road restoration site was described in environmental terms as being a potential
parkland site. This followed the example of the successful restorations of the
Huddersfield Narrow and Rochdale Canals described as “Linear Parks”: Thus
potentially attracting funding from a wider range of sources.

Subsequently, The Borrowcop Locks Canal Park designation for the Tamworth Road
site was adopted by the Trust in 2008, to formally identify the work in progress. Later
we were asked if the site might include a sensory garden so that those visitors with
impairments might also enjoy the canal side amenity.

In June 2009, FIRA, a company of landscape architects based in Birmingham became
interested in the project and offered to design a suitable planting plan to meet this
objective. Their suggestion, now adopted, was that the scope of the site be more
fully exploited by creating a Sensory Trail. (At this point it is worth mentioning that
FIRA won the contract to plan the development of the National Arboretum so we are
in ‘good hands’).

The plan resulting from this concept and donated to the Trust by FIRA is shown on
the centre pages of this edition. Donations are now being sought from Fund Granting
Bodies (FGBs) that focus on this type of development (Urban recovery, Environment,
Education, Healthy Living, Access for All, Schools/Youth engagement, etc.) to enable
the purchase of plants, shrubs and trees.

During 2007 groups of students from Great Barr School have visited the site to
assist with environmental maintenance work. It is anticipated that this will continue
to contribute to the completion of this planting plan.

Over the past year Members of our Environment Group, the “Green team”, have
obtained and planted varieties of provenance British wild flower bulbs: Bluebells.
Daffs, Celandine and others. If you happen to be passing the coppice next spring I
hope you might be able to stop to see the early results of this work

A further thought for the on-going site improvement is to upgrade the path from
Cricket Lane to Lock 24, that can become pretty uninviting in wet weather. This
would be to create parallel paths “green” : i.e. mowed, over what will eventually be
the canal bed; but “brown”, hard core surfaced over the towpath to assist those with
wheelchairs and buggies, who will use the path until such time as the canal is restored.

Mike Battisson,Environmental Officer


