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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

One of the Chairman’s roles is to represent the Trust at meetings and functions. It
is always a pleasure to do this and to meet a wide range of people. Those | talk to
seem to fall into two very distinct categories. There are those who know all about
our work, are enthusiastic to see us succeed and may well be members. Then
there is the great majority who, amazingly, have never heard of us. This great divi-
sion reminds me of advice | was once given when given the task of promoting and
advertising an organisation. | was told always to assume that nobody had ever
heard of you. Advice | suspect stems from the 14" Army, known as the “forgotten
army”which fought in Burma in the Second World War. General Slim told them that
not only were they forgotten but that nobody had even heard of them. As many will
know, this was good advice. | live in Shropshire and many of my neighbours cannot
find Lichfield on the map let alone any canals, open or under restoration.

We must remain fresh and enthusiastic about the Trust and be as keen to seek
support now as we were when we started or when the problems of the M6 Toll
seemed insuperable. Meanwhile, it is sometimes reassuring to be among good
friends. | was recently invited to be a guest of Brownhills Waterside Carnival. This
involved very few duties apart from presenting prizes to children who had done well
in the art competition. It reminded me of my old day job and running prize day.
However, the main pleasure was being greeted by so many people who are sup-
porters of the Trust and who can see what a rejuvenated northern BCN will do for
Brownhills. | was introduced to local councillors who urged us to look for help from
Walsall MBC and who clearly want to be better informed on our project. | met Rich-
ard Shepherd who is the MP and he too was very encouraging. It was a very happy
day and one to give all of us a lift.

| based myself at our sales caravan which is proving such a useful asset. Mike
Brown and his team were busy all day. We were well placed, just by the trip-boat
queue, and business was brisk. We hope to use the trailer more at the many
events we attend. We owe much to our marketing team whose members give up so
many weekends to visiting events both great and small all across the Midlands.
This is a load which falls on a small number of our members and | know Mike
Brown would welcome help from more members. Please get in touch if you can
spare a little time. | know people are often put off from volunteering for this fearing
they could not answer the questions the public ask. This is never a problem — there
is always someone else nearby to support you. (continued over)

Our Vision Statement.
To restore the Lichfield Canal and the Hatherton Canal to re-open water-
way links between Staffordshire and the West Midlands, for the benefit of
the environment, amenity and prosperity of the people of the Region and
to enhan~= the nation’s inland waterway system.




CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN (continued)

In our last issue | also appealed for volunteers. So often such appeals fall on
stony ground but | was delighted when several members got in touch and offered
their services. It is reassuring that someone is actually reading what | write but,
much more significantly, we still have a considerable pool of untapped talent which
we must continue to bring forward. L&H is a very broad church and there is a niche
for anyone who wants to help. The request for help remains live - we need all the
help we can get.

Meanwhile, the annual National Waterways Festival, run by the Inland Waterways
Association, will be held this year at Burton on Trent, over the August Bank Holi-
day weekend. One of the aims of the event is to focus attention on local restora-
tion schemes with L&H prominent among these. We are already towards the top of
the league of restoration organisations where membership is concerned. We now
have some 1500 members and this number continues to grow even though we are
not hitting the headlines as we were a year or so ago. We need to grow this number
to increase our income and our lobbying power. The big event at Burton will be a
great venue for our sales team to do just this. Come and help!

Closer to home, the Trust is involved in an event planned for Huddlesford Junction
in early October. Celebrating C18 Lichfield is a four day event which will focus on
all aspects of Lichfield in the 18" Century. Our canal reached the city in 1797 and
we are delighted to be involved in this. Working with several other organisations,
including Lichfield Cruising Club, there are plans to up-grade the finger-post at the
junction and add an arm which will point towards Lichfield. All such events serve to
underline the work of the Trust and to establish a public perception that full restora-
tion is now inevitable.

Finally, may | again address the question which | am asked most frequently. Ev-
eryone wants to know when our canals will be open. When we started in 1987 we
set ourselves, in our enthusiastic naiveté, 20 years. 17 years on we clearly must
revise this target. Restoration is a lengthy process. It moves at an uneven pace,
dependent as it is, on volunteers and money raised from a wide variety of sources.
It has to seize opportunities when they present themselves rather than proceed to
a planned and regulated programme. After years of slow progress, and some dra-
matic achievements, the Trust is now well-placed to set out its stall for full restora-
tion. As we re-focus on the next 20 years | am increasingly confident that this will
be more than enough time to finish the task. With your help and enthusiasm we will
get it all done much sooner.

Brian Kingshott

The views expressed in Cut Both Ways do not necessarily represent those of
the Trust or the Editor. They are however published as being
of interest to our readership




VICE-CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

SECRETARY

Following our AGM, the next Council meeting in May as usual re-elected the princi-
ple officers and confirmed the roles of all our other directors and officers. One
change though is the election of Sue Williams as Company Secretary, taking this
over from Bob Williams who had been ‘Acting’ Company Secretary for some time.
Whilst not usually an onerous role, we are currently working on some minor amend-
ments to our Memorandum & Articles which is a painstaking process and we are
grateful for Sue’s help at this time. Sue of course remains in charge of our web site
and Chris Pattison remains as our Minutes Secretary.

WHERE AREYOU ALL ?
This question is prompted by the realisation that our swapping jobs amongst direc-
tors only emphasises how few we are and how much more we could do with some
additional assistance. Of course, pleas for help are nothing new but | do not apolo-
gise for once again emphasising where we are most short at present. We have had
an encouraging response to the Chairman’s plea to Come And Join Us in CBW39,
with offers to help with land, with marketing and with some engineering activities,
but we still need help particularly with the following:
e Fund-raising, including approaching grant-giving trusts, charities and compa-
nies;
e Surveying, design work and project planning for engineering contracts;
Liaison with utility companies;
Local working parties.

As a voluntary organisation we are totally dependant on people freely giving up
their time and making available their talents to help achieve our goals. A few of our
directors are retired and in effect work almost full time for the Trust, without which
we would be struggling. But the number of active members never seems to rise in
proportion to total membership and we have only a few more active members now,
with a membership of nearly 1500 and rising, than when membership was only a
few hundred. Where are you all ? Of course, we appreciate that ‘armchair’ members
contribute valuable funding and support, and that most of our members have com-
peting pressures of work or family or other interests; but jobs can be subdivided
and even a little time, regularly given, can make a big difference. Please don't feel
guilty if you canit help, but do feel inspired if you can !

(continued over)

Membership rates are:
Adult £10; Family £15; Junior (under 18), Student, Retired or Unemployed £6;
Group (Clubs & Societies) £25; Corporate £200; Life Membership £200




VICE-CHAIRMAN’S NOTES (continued)

WATERWAYS 2025

Just in time for our press date, British Waterways have published their long-antici-
pated vision report for future restoration and new waterway projects, titled “Water-
ways 2025 — Our Vision For The Shape Of The Waterway Network”. Whilst express-
ing support for all the currently more than 100 restoration and development
projects, it concentrates on 18 priority schemes that will contribute most to enhanc-
ing BW’s network and which could be completed by 2025. These projects on which
BW will focus its support are categorised as Priority One, similar to the previously
announced ‘Tranche 2’ schemes, and Priority Two which includes the Lichfield Ca-
nal. The full listis: -

Priority One: Ashby Canal (to Measham), Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway, Bow
Back Rivers, Cotswold Canals (Phase One), Droitwich Canals, Fens Waterway
Link, Liverpool Canal, Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal, Montgomery Canal, North-
ern Reaches Lancaster Canal, River Carron Navigation. These 11 projects include
the 9 Tranche 2’ schemes announced in Unlocked & Unlimited in 2002, except for
Foxton Inclined Plane which is now regarded as a heritage/ development project
rather than a restoration, and with the addition of the Ashby, Fens Link and Carron.
(continued over)

Radiant & Regulus loaded with 7,600 bricks (see page 28)
(Photo by Brenda Ward)



VICE-CHAIRMAN’S NOTES (continued)

Priority Two. Ashby Canal (to Moira), Cotswold Canals (Phase 2), Grantham Ca-
nal, Lichfield Canal, Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal, River Leven, St. Helens (San-
key) Canal, Wendover Arm, Wiltshire & Berkshire Canal. The first two of these are
continuations but the other 7 projects are for the first time now publicly identified as
priorities for BW support.

In addition there are 3 Priority Three schemes identified; Slough-Windsor Link,
Higher Avon Extension, and Wey & Arun Canal, where completion within the time-
frame is much more uncertain. However, the report acknowledges that circum-
stances can change, for better or worse, over 20 years and BW will keep its strate-
gic vision under regular review. Currently the B&MK scheme is proving difficult al-
though it remains a priority.

The report explains the assessment process and the criteria used. These are Need
(- economic, social, market, local support), Sustainability (- financial, environment
& heritage, technical feasibility) and Network (‘pressure valve’, network extension).
The Lichfield Canal scores High on economic benefits to the northern BCN, on
market opportunities, on local support, and on network extension. It rates Medium
for social benefits, for environment & heritage benefits, and for technical feasibility
—highlighting the completion of the aqueduct but the need to resolve other road
crossings, fragmented land ownership and water supply. Only on funding uncertain-
ty does it rate Low; but the overall assessment is clearly positive and compares
well with the other scheme assessments.

Nor is the Hatherton Canal ignored; the summary says “Restoration of the Lichfield
Canal between the Coventry Canal and the under-used northern Birmingham Canal
Navigations. This will form the first stage of creating a new canal network in the re-
gion through providing a further link to the Staffs & Worcs Canal by restoring the
Hatherton Canal.”

This official recognition for the feasibility and importance of our twin projects is
most welcome and we look forward to working more closely in partnership with BW
in future to help achieve their 2025 vision. The full document can be viewed on the
new BW website www.britishwaterway.co.uk/waterways2025 and printed copies will
presumably also be available.

DONATIONS
Bob will have listed all the larger donations this quarter on another page, but |
would just like to emphasise how grateful we are to everyone who has helped, in-
cluding the Regular Giving Scheme contributors and Hatherton Parish Council,
Southampton Canal Society, Stafford Boat Club and Lichfield City Council.
Phil Sharpe
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WALKING THE LINE

An Iltem from your Land Officer:

“Hey, its a nice sunny day! Why don’t we go and walk the line of that canal that
the L&H are restoring? It goes through some lovely countryside and we could take
the kids and the dog and a picnic — wouldn’t that be a great day out?”

If this excellent idea occurs to you and you set off to explore some of the more re-
mote parts of the line of the Lichfield or the Hatherton Canal you could perhaps be
making my job more difficult. Landowners get very touchy if people wander across
their property without permission and the good relations we try so hard to build up
are very easily destroyed by enthusiastic exploration by our supporters. So here is
some information about walkable lengths and our hopes for extending them.

Where can one walk at the moment? The Hatherton Canal towpath is walkable,
thanks to the sterling efforts of our Hatherton Working Parties over many years,
from the back of the Roman Way Hotel to the M6 (the Western access is at the
Oak Lane bridge). On the Lichfield Canal there are four suitable areas. From Darn-
ford Lane the public may walk through Trust land to the Lift Bridge and some 100
metres beyond. There is NOT a through route to Cappers Lane and walkers must
not go past the notice board as this is a particularly sensitive area. Similarly sensi-
tive, the length of in-water channel between Cappers Lane and Huddlesford Junc-
tion is leased to, and is the private mooring area of, the Lichfield Cruising Club. The
Club has been co-operative in the past and has on occasion allowed organised
walks along their towpath. | am glad to say our relations with the Club are improv-
ing steadily but we must not jeopardise this by intruding onto their land without in-
vitation. (continued over)

Sales Stan t shby Canal Festival
8 (Photo by Pete Magee)



WALKING THE LINE (continued)

The Lichfield City Council owns the line of the canal from Lock 25 beside the Tam-
worth Road all the way through the London Road Bridge and past Wordsworth
Close to Shortbutts Lane and this is a very pleasant grassed length to walk. There
is also a well used but unofficial path running from the Chesterfield Road (starting
beside the former Sandfields pumping station) along the former line of the canal to
Fosseway Lane. Darnford Park lies between Boley Park and the A38 and stretches
from the A51 Tamworth Road flyover to Cappers Lane. This is Public Open Space
owned by the Lichfield District Council and it is possible to walk over the planned
route of the Lichfield Canal from the A51flyover down the hill to the point in the bot-
tom of the valley where the canal will pass under the A38.

I hope the above will useful to newer members and those living outside this area.
Local members and older hands will be familiar with these routes - particularly
those who participated in the Lichfield Canal Walk in 2002 when we were able, by
agreement with landowners, to include some additional areas and provide a won-
derful day out.

We are now working to make more footpath lengths available. One of the condi-
tions of our ERDF grant is that we must achieve a variety of specified ‘outputs’, or
tangible benefits, as a result of their funding. In one category we need to provide
lengths of new footpath - in the longer term these will of course be our towpaths.
However, there is pressure on us to demonstrate that we are starting to produce
‘outputs’ soon. We therefore hope to arrange with certain landowners that we can,
as a short term measure, organise walks over, or close to, the intended line of the
towpaths. These footpaths will not initially be open on a permanent basis but, if we
can obtain the landowner’s permission, we will organise a series of walks. However,
we will be looking for support from our members to join these events so that we
can record evidence for the ERDF authorities that we are making progress towards
the achievements of the required ‘outputs’. We will keep you informed though CBW
—in the meantime — enjoy your walking!

Mike Smith

Traditional and Modern Sign Service
Signs made and erected anywhere. Painting and Signwriting
for vehicles,shop fascias, windows, factories and offices.
Murals, illustrations, logos, pub signs and ‘A’ boards.
Glass gilding and gold leaf work, marbling and graining,
Portraits in oils, Clocks and weathervanes gilded.
Traditional narrow boat painting and signwriting.
Perspex and acrylic signs and vinyl adhesive lettering
supplicd and fitted, also individual moulded lettering.

Guaranteed workmanship and free quotations



Business Planning

e Business Strategies

Accounts

e Audit

e Finance Raising

e Outsourcing
e Tax Consultancy
Corporate Finance

e Business Recovery
and Insolvency

e Specialist Services

OUR SERVICES

SPONSORS OF THE LICHFIELD AND HATHERTO
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Chartered Accountants & Business Advisers
Business Development

CANALS RESTORATION TRUST

Z CANALS RESTORATION TRUST

OFFICES AT

Burton
Tel: 01283 507960

Coleshill
Tel: 01675 462306

Lichfield
Tel: 01543 263484

Rugeley
Tel: 01889 583878

Swadlincote
Tel: 01283 214468

www.dains.com
enquiries@dains.com

We provide a full range of setvices for new,
medium sized and larger businesses.

Full details of our services can be supplied free of
charge on application together with a range of
free technical brochures on important topics

Registered fo carry on Audit Work and regulated
for a range of investment business activilies by the
Institute of Chartered Accountanis in England &
Wales

A Member of the UK200 Group with Offices
throughout the United Kingdom and Europe

NOLJ¥IHLVH ANV d1314HD11 3HI 40 SYOSNOJS




DONATIONS TO THE TRUST

Amounts over £20 from 3 April to 30 June 2004

Name (in order of receipt)

Alrewas Women'’s Institute (talk)
Allan & Lynda Gilbert

Rotary Club of Tipton (talk)
Hatherton Parish Council

Mrs S A Moreton

Southampton Canal Society
Flamsteed Mark Lodge

in memory of Alan John Page, dec’d.
Barry Parkes

Dr J R Massy

Eric Wood; sale of goods

Dr T Hollingworth

Stafford Boat Club (collection)

Dr E Pringle (with sub.)

R J Buckler (with sub.)

J W Farren (with sub.)

R J Fenton (with sub)

N.H.S. Retirement Fellowship,
Burton-on-Trent (talk)

G Edgson, Norton Canes Boatbuilders
K A Twyman

Dr1 M Thompson

Mr & Mrs J J Faulkner

Pamela L Thomas

F Kelley (with sub.)

Cheslyn Hay Local History Soc'y (talk)
R W Lloyd-Hart (with sub.)

J Lamming (with sub.)

Friends of the Wharf, Brownhills
Sales of donated wood

Brian Kingshott (returned expenses)
P R & Mrs A Swindale (with sub.)
Aggregated donations up to £20 each
Mrs Hannah Boone (pledge)

Peter C Magee

Trust &
Marketing
30.00
50.00
50.00
100.00
25.00
100.00
25.00

Land Restoration
Fund Fund

35.00
50.00
70.00
62.00
162.67
35.00
30.00
50.00
25.00

25.00
30.00
23.05
40.00
100.00
30.00
25.00
50.00
24.00
35.00
28.00
50.00
460.11
55.00
627.00
240.00

350.00

For details about our Regular Giving Scheme
contact Bob Williams Tel 01543 671427
Norfolk House, 29 Hall Lane, Hammerwich, Burntwood, WS7 0JP
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FUNDING NEWS

Members will be aware that the Trust registered for VAT towards the end of 2003.
However, we still await a decision from HM Customs & Excise as to the extent to
which they are prepared to permit the Trust to reclaim VAT on expenditure. This is a
high value item in our accounts where we hope to be able to recover many £'000
every year.

The Regular Giving Scheme, since its launch just before the start of this year, has
generated an income of nearly £10,000 in cash and medium-term pledges. We
thank those who have participated, and would welcome more by way of the dona-
tion form sent with CBW No.37.

The Grand Prize Draw is going well this year, thanks to the attraction of Alvechurch
Boat Centres providing the generous first prize of a 4-day holiday worth £500. Tick-
et sales have already raised over £2,000 — and we still have to the 6" November
before the draw is made. Many thanks to Members who have already returned their
counterfoils from those issued with the last Cut Both Ways. Please keep them
coming in to help with fund-raising, and give yourselves the chance to win one of
the many valuable prizes.

Government Inspectors have paid us a visit to examine accounting and output
records for the European Regional Development Fund grant, followed by a tour of
the relevant sites to observe progress. Seeming well pleased with our achieve-
ments so far, a report will become available in the coming weeks which should help
us as we move forward with the specific project work.

Lichfield City Council have again this year made another grant of £500 to assist the
Trust with restoration work on the Tamworth Road section.
Bob Williams

THE BRICK APPEAL DONATIONS
From 3 April to 15t July 2004

Mr B W White, Tamworth. £20
Mr C J Martin, Llanymynech. £20
Mr T Holford, Norton Canes. £20
Mr D Stevenson, Leicester. £20
Mr A R Wedge, Willenhall. £40
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CHAINSAW TRAINING

Congratulations to Dave Simkins, Peter Freakley and Peter Magee who have all
taken and passed a LANTRA certificated course on Chainsaws; including health
and safety, maintenance, cross cutting and felling small trees. This is one activity
where no risks can be taken and all 3 are now fully trained and kitted out with safe-
ty clothing, so we can continue in the autumn with our hedgelaying and tree man-
agement programme. Phil Sharpe

“The chain(saw) gang! Dave Simkins, Peter Freakley and Peter Magee relax after
successful completion of the chainsaw training course”
(Photo by Dave Simkins)

The combined forces of London WRG & Essex WRG attack a tree stump in June
(Photo by Phil Sharpe)
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Mr R Puzey

Mr A Fisher

Mr L Brown

Mrs R W Jefford
Mrs B A Thompson
Mrs E Attwood
Mrs Rouse

Mr A R Kidd

Ms D Miles

Mrs J W Male
Mr M W Wright
Ms C M Read
Mr M Allen

Mrs P Brand

Mr C J Postle
Mr S Edkins

Ms L Lymbery
Mr P Pagett

Mr M Hollender
Mr | Bolton

Mrs S A Ryan
Mr J Evans

Ms P Chaney
Mr S Loeber

Mr A Blagbrough

Bl

“Blue” continuing the excavation of the offside pound wall at Lock 25
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New members to July 2004

Walsall

Abingdon

Hendon, London
Falmouth

Calf Heath

Lichfield

Desford, Leics.
Shrewsbury

Guildford

Lichfield

Hopwas

Tettenhall

Great Barr, Birmingham
Kettering

Wednesfield
Northfield, Birmingham
Bedworth

Hednesford

Stockton on Tees
Wolverhampton
Lichfield

Shard End, Birmingham
Orpington, Kent
Witham, Essex
Reigate

(Photo by Phil Sharpe)



Barn Dance & Supper
with
RANNYGAZOO

WHITTINGTON VILLAGE HALL,
off MAIN STREET, WHITTINGTON
Saturday 6" November 2004

Start time 7.30 for 8.00pm

Tickets £10.00 including HOME COOKED HOT SUPPER
Phone Mike Brown on 01543 450541

(tickets not available on the door)

Bar available

Non-members welcome
All funds raised go to the Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust
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MARKETING REPORT

Past Events:

March

Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy. Easter Week-End.

At the home of Eric & Doreen Wood, Whittington Wharf.

Once again a huge success. Our grateful thanks must go to Eric & Doreen for their
generosity and untiring enthusiasm over the week-end, and to everyone who gave
their valuable help to do all the hundred and one things that needed to be done.
Many thanks to Derek & Margaret Beardsmore for their coffee stall which was an
added attraction and also for their donation to the trust. We are also grateful to
Coates Butchers of Alrewas for their generous sponsorship in providing the beef
burgers and sausages for the barbecue. The Saturday evening was rounded of with
a hot pot supper and music provided by Chris Pattison and friends. Sunday morn-
ing proceedings started with breakfast for about forty followed by the judging of the
Easter Bonnet Parade, the raffle and the cutting of the Easter cake. A staggering
£1300.00 was raised over the week-end.

Raffle Prize unclaimed at Eric’s Easter Coffee Morning: Pink Ticket No 937.

April

A.G.M. Whittington Village Hall. Saturday 17" April.

45 members were present. Thanks to the ladies who manned the sales stall and or-
ganised the refreshments. Total raised £100.00.

Following refreshments, a site visit was made to Lock 25 & 26 at Tamworth Road.

May

Chasewater Park Festival Monday 3" May.

Debut for our mobile display unit. Not a terribly busy day but it demonstrated our
interest in supporting the Chasewater Country Park. Our members attending this
event were given a free steam train ride on the light railway. Total raised at this
event £70.00.

Ashby Canal Festival held at Moira Furnace 15"-16™ May.

Many thanks to Bob & Sue Williams for taking over from me at the last minute due
to my illness. Also thanks to Trish Humphries, David & Mavis Moore, for all their
help over the week-end and to Peter & Pat Magee for towing the SMART trailer
(Sales Marketing And Retail Trading) to Moira and bringing it back on the Sunday.
Total raised £252.71 gross.

Crick Boat Show Saturday 29" to Monday 31s‘May.
A good team and a lot of hard work. The team was led by Rob Davies, assisted by
Brian Kingshott, Bob & Sue Williams, Trish Humphries, David & Mavis Moore. Total

raised £1,122 gross. (continued over)
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MARKETING REPORT (continued)

Lichfield Green Hill Bower Monday 31 May.

Congratulations to Peter & Pat Magee, they were awarded 2™ Prize of £150 for their
L&HCRT Narrow Boat ‘Cut Both Ways'’ in the Bower Parade and a silver cup to
keep for a year. Peter also donated the £25 expenses awarded by the Bower Com-
mittee. Due to their hard work and imagination £175 was raised for the Trust.

Meanwhile in Beacon Park the team were manning the SMART trailer along with
two gazebos selling Bric-a-brac. Many thanks to Jan Horton, Trish Humphries,
Anna & Phil Davies and Barry Kenn, for all their hard work. Total raised £302.02
gross.

June
BCNS Open week-end Titford Pump House Saturday 26" June.
Cold and wet on Saturday very poorly attended. Total for day £28.85.

Brownhills Canal Festival Sunday 27" June.

A much better day weather wise, and we were able to have the SMART trailer on
site. There was much local interest about the M6 Toll crossing at Churchbridge, the
new route to Grove Basin and the Aqueduct at Brownhills. Total raised £109.10 in-
cluding a donation of £28.00 from the Friends of The Wharf.

Many thanks to Barry Kenn, Trish Humphries, Trevor Morris and Keith Grice.

Historic Boat Gathering Braunston Marina Saturday 26" — Sunday 27" June.
Weather not good on Saturday but nice and sunny on Sunday. Bob & Sue Williams
ably manned the stall. Draw Tickets sold £93. Total gross £347.

July

Saul Junction Saturday 3 — Sunday 4™ July.

Draw Tickets sold £100. 2 new members. Many thanks to Bob Williams and his
team.

Forthcoming Events:

August

Forest of Mercia - Chasewater Park. Sunday 1*.
Tamworth Boat Club. Saturday 14™.

National Waterways Festival. Saturday 28" — Monday 30™.

November
Barn Dance Whittington village hall. Saturday 6.
Grand Prize Draw to take place.
MiKe Brown MarKeting Chairman.
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Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd October 2004
elebr th A three day festival to celebrate the lives and
achievements of three of Lichfield’s most

famous eighteenth century sons.
) A weekend of Erasmus Darwin,
Invention, Dance, Entertainment And Song David Gal’l‘iCK, Samuel Johnson

CELEBR18TH promises a whirlwind weekend of shows and concerts, free
events, stunning exhibitions and competitions to celebrate a time when
Lichfield in Staffordshire was at the centre of everything new - the 18th
century.

Throughout the first weekend of October 2004, the city will be a cauldron of
Invention, Dance, Entertainment and Songs which recreate Lichfield’s
glorious achievements.

Premier events being planned include a unique and historic performance of
Handel’s Messiah in Lichfield Cathedral by one of the country’s best known

musical ensembles; a restoration comedy at the Garrick Theatre; a top name
folk music concert and a festival of films set in the 18th century.

Alongside these will be numerous free events, designed to involve as many
people as possible from the area. Stagecoach rides and balloon rides are
planned around Lichfield and at Chasewater there will be steam engine
driven carriages and traditional steam engines on display.

Other free events are expected to include a huge dancing class for shoppers
in Lichfield precinct; spectacular sedan chair racing; kite flying; a cricket
match; a celebration of the beginning of horse racing and maybe even a
ploughing match nearby. Especially for schoolchildren, there will be an
inventors competition and a writing competition, run through schools in the
city.

Plans are now well advanced for a CANAL EVENT to take place on
SATURDAY 2" OCTOBER at Lichfield Cruising Club, Huddlesford Junction on
the Coventry Canal, as part of the Celebr18th Weekend, jointly organised by
LHCRT and the cruising club. Displays, stalls, refreshments and the cruising
club bar will be available. Visiting boats very welcome. The main attraction
will be an afternoon performance by Day-Star Theatre of their latest play
“Taking a Chance”, tickets £5.

For more information, boat entry forms and/or tickets contact Sue Williams,
29 Hall Lane, Hammerwich, Staffs WS7 0JP.Telephone: 01543 671427 or
email: info@lhcrt.org.uk
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LOO-CRATIVE FUND RAISING

Can you help us take advantage of a very
convenient opportunity to make hundreds of
pounds for our Restoration Fund!

You probably know that the IWA National
Festival this year will be held at Burton-on-
Trent. The good news is that the Festival
Committee will pay a minimum £500 to
any canal society who will look after the
mobile toilets between Friday 27" and Mon-
day 30" August.

This is basically a superficial cleaning job; mopping floors, wiping round the hand
basins and re-stocking toilet rolls, paper hand towels and soap. Rubber gloves and
a team T-shirt are provided (plus free entry to the show of course), and if we do all
4 days a guaranteed £500 would be in our bank account - it could easily be more!

We have already got the nucleus of a good team of vol-
unteers, but we need a beg big crew if we are going to be
able to do this well. Toilet units will probably need servic-
ing three or four times daily, so the more people we have
on the rota the easier it will be. Could you help us?
L&H will give a free “all day breakfast”to all “Loo Crew”
volunteers.

If you will be staying at the Festival, either on a boat or camping, or if you live lo-
cally and would like to join the “Chain Gang” please contact us. We also need a
number of volunteers to rattle the cash buckets and collect donations. For more de-
tails (without obligation) phone Sue Williams on 01543 671427 or send an email to

info@Ihcrt.org.uk
The Inland
Waterways
Association

(Corporate [

Toodaloo
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Lock 25. Northwest WRG lay concrete to seal the top of the old brickwork in April
(Photo by Phil Sharpe)

London WRG complete the bricklaying on the bridge abutment wall below Lock 25
0 (Photo by Phil Sharpe)



(advertisment)

Michael Fabricant MP

Member of Parliament for
the Constituency of Lichfield.

if you live in the Lichfield Parliamentary constituency,
and you require assistance and think your MP can help,
you can either write to Michael Fabricant at the
House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA;
or you can email him by using the webform at
www.michael.fabricant.mp.co.uk/contact.html
or telephone his office at 01543 419650
where you can also make an appointment
to see him at one of his regular surgeries.

(advertisment) 21



Reconditioned Commercial Vehicle
Starters & Alternators
TEL : 01543 - 422227

UNIT 21 West Cannock Way, Cannock Chase Enterprise Centre,
Walkers Rise, Hednesford, Cannock, Staffordshire, WS12 0QW

DOYOU REQUIRE A STARTER MOTOR OR ALTERNATOR

DIRECT FROMTHE RE - MANUFACTURER

WE ARE A SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS SPECIALISING
IN RECONDITIONING OF COMMERCIAL UNITS FOR PLANT
AGRICULTURAL, HGV, MARINE, FORKLIFTS, COACHES,
ETC. UNITS ARE SUPPLIED ON AN EXCHANGE BASIS.
NEW LINES
QUOTES
NOW AVAILABLE ON DIESEL PUMPS & INJECTORS
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 7 DAY’S A WEEK
PERSONAL ATTENTION IS ASSURED

IF WE CAN BE OF ANY ASSISTANCE
CONTACT —JOHN OR IRENE

PHONE 01543 422227

MOBILE 07950 412510
E-MAIL john.rcv@btopenworld.com

VAT REG 559411528 ESTABLISHED 1990



TREES FROM PRESTON BROOK

Di Skillbeck, Daphne Luft, Pat Magee and Peter Magee (Photo by Jan Horton)

Pat & Pete Magee take delivery of small trees from Di Skilbeck from her boat
Carmen moored at Huddlesford. Di took the opportunity to deliver her small ‘cargo’
of native trees en route from Preston Brook to Lechlade. The trees are all saplings
from her garden and include holly, beech, hawthorn, rowan and alder which wil be
used for hedgerows along the canal.
T 2 Yﬁ* T 0

Lrecoping and quomoe o Lock 24 uncovered whilst dnginZ; Sﬂt the
offside wall.
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PRESS & PUBLICITY

Our press and publicity report this quarter covers April, May and June 2004.

The generous donation of a sales trailer from the Huddersfield Canal Society to the
Trust was reported in CBW39 and has since been suitably acknowledged in the
press. In April The Lichfield Post had “Gift of display unit for canal restoration
group” with a picture of the hand-over, and the Express & Star reported it twice (!)
with “Canals in boost for tourism” and “Canal trust can show off its waterway work”.
The Lichfield Mercury combined pictorial reports of the trailer and of our Easter
gathering at Whittington Wharf in “Weekend of fun afloat for waterway campaign”,
whilst The Post pictured and summarised the event as “Fun fundraiser for canals”.
The well-used photo of the trailer hand-over also appeared in colour in the June
edition of Waterways World as “Recycled mobile”.

Our Vice-President David Suchet continues to attract welcome publicity to our
cause, featuring in a full page article in The Birmingham Post in April headlined
“From Death On The Nile to New Life For Canal”, highlighting the achievement of
the aqueduct and the attractions of Staffordshire’s canals. The launch of a new
publicity leaflet for ‘Staffordshire — The Canal County’ was announced in The Post
in May as “Campaign to put our waterways on the map”, providing another opportu-
nity to mention the Trust. The Express & Star in “Canals trust is seeking helpers”
picked up on our Chairman’s plea in CBW39 for more help with our land and engi-
neering work.

An attractively illustrated 4 page colour article by Alan Barnes entitled “A Calmer
‘Relief Road’ in the Making” was published in the May edition of Old Glory maga-
zine, bringing news of the Trust’s project and achievements to a wider audience in
the transport and industrial heritage restoration community.

Publicity for the Trust’s new ‘double ended’ booklet “A Tale of Two Canals”was giv-
en by Canal & Riverboat magazine in June in a report on “L&H book launched at
the NEC show”, and in the same month Waterways World featured our web site as
‘site of the month’ with a very complimentary write-up by Jim Shead.

(continued over)

1998 DATA PROTECTION ACT
The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust Ltd will hold
your details for marketing purposes in accordance with the 1998
Data Protection Act. If you do not wish to receive updates from
the Trust or any third party with whom we co-operate then please
advise the Trust through Director Bob Williams on 01543 671427.
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PRESS & PUBLICITY (continued)

Another generous donation to the Trust, that of a whole boat load of 7,600 bricks, was
reported in The Post in June as “Brick donation to rebuild our heritage” with a colour
picture of them being unloaded by our volunteers at Streethay Wharf. Waterways
World for July gave the full story of “A well travelled load!” with pictures of boats
Radiant and Regulus heading for Streethay and of owners Mike and Cath Turpin hand-
ing over the first of the estimated 18 tons of bricks to delighted Trust members.

Our Marketing Group’s attendance at the Brownhills Waterfront Festival in June

was pictured in an article in the Express & Star titled “Waterfront festival is spar-

kling success — Thousands turn out to enjoy canal event”, with a colour picture of
Trevor and Keith holding up a Trust banner.

UCHeIELD &
HaTHERToN
- Chnags

’iﬂmm‘c
Tt /

VEHICLE LIVERY
ILLUMINATED SIGNS
SIGNS OF ALL KINDS

=
=

www.tudorsigns.co.uk

LICHFIELD &
HATHERTON CANALS @ [, 4
P ORATION TRUST N5/

‘Tudor Sigrns

\ BLUE LION HOUSE $6 BUTTS RD WAL® ™" L'W54 2AR )

g o 4 T

www.lhcrt.org.uk

Phil Sharpe

|

Our New display unit Outside Tudor signs after
having the signs put on by Tudor Signs staff,

Emma, Cheryl and Daniell.

Our thanks go to Trevor the owner of Tudor
Signs for donating the signs free of charge.
(Photo by Peter Magee)
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ACLE LEIS

""«

\R
™ oroDUCTS

BRASS-MATE MIRACLE WAX
NARROWBOAT
WEATHERMATE! POLISH
GEL
WASH & WAX
CANOPY
KLEAN BILGE & HULL
CLEANER
MIGHTY KLEAN
HAND GEL

CLEANING SOLUTIONS 70 THE
MARINE AND LEISURE INDUSTRY

MIRACLE LEISURE PRODUCTS
KINGFISHER HOUSE
5 WOODTHORPE DRIVE

BEWDLEY WORCS DY12 2RH

Tel 01299 401518 FAX 07966 153628 Mobile 07767 206246
E Mail miracle.leisure @virgin.net

ALL OF THE ABOVE PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER OR

YOU CAN STOP AND BUY FROM OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS ON

N.B.ROBYNS RETREAT, OR CALL AND SEE US AT ANY OF THE

MAJOR SHOWS!!

CAROL AND KEN BAILEY ARE PROUDTO BE SUPPORTING
THE LICHFIELD & HATHERTON CANALS RESTORATIONTRUST
Web site now available at www.miracleleisureproducts.co.uk
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LICHFIELD CANAL

WORKING PARTY NEWS

Considerable progress has been made between April and June at our main work
site at Tamworth Road, with further excavation and rebuilding work on both parts of
the site. The continued excavation of the offside pound wall above Lock 25 was
helped by the loan of “Blue”, the 803 excavator from WRG, for 3 weeks in May. To
make best use of it we organised extra work parties on 3 consecutive weekends,
including 4 days over the bank holiday ! Thanks in particular to Keith, Bob and Si-
mon for the driving and to everyone else who answered the calls for help at short
notice, recovering a large quantity of bricks and hand digging the tricky bits. A
huge amount of spoil has been shifted, | estimate about 800 tonnes, with the 803
and our own JCB plus the two dumpers. We have now uncovered the full length of
the roadside wall and the entrance narrows to Lock 24. A combined visit of London
WRG and Essex WRG in June also enabled more of it to be cleaned off so that we
can assess the extent of the rebuilding required. This will be a considerable task,
but we do have a sound foundation to build on over most of the length, and we plan
to consolidate the brickwork on the Canal Camp in August and seek funding to em-
ploy contractors to undertake the main part of the rebuilding thereafter.

One challenge was to remove the roots of the sycamore tree which had been felled
for us by the City Council’s contractors as it was a danger to road traffic. After
much hand digging by WRG around the roots which straddled the wall, it was finally
prised loose by the JCB. Several smaller trees which were in the way have also
been removed, with the agreement of the Darwin Walk Trust, City and District coun-
cils, in anticipation of which we had already planted replacements some years ago
between the wall and the road. Another challenge has been to uncover the cache of
huge coping stones and quoin stones from Lock 24 dumped in the bed when the
lock was part demolished and the canal filled in. These will have to be removed
before the adjacent section of wall can be rebuilt. Interestingly, the offside wall has
proved to be full depth and the number of small coping stones recovered show that
it must have been a wharf, conveniently situated alongside the road.

(continued over)

Back Copies of Cut Both Ways available at £1.00 Each

Copies of issues 1 to 39 are available from the Editor
Stephen Pitt 11 Silkmore Lane, Stafford, ST17 4JN

Cheques made payable to LHCRT Ltd
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LICHFIELD CANAL

WORKING PARTY NEWS
(CONTINUED)

All the excitement of the archaeological excavations, never quite knowing what we
would uncover, has not distracted us from making good progress with rebuilding
too. At Lock 26 the 8m section of towpath wall has been shuttered and filled with
concrete, and below Lock 25 the bridge abutment wall has been built up to ground
level, involving some quite tricky battered angles to the brickwork, ably completed
by the London WRG contingent. They also managed to cut out about half of the lad-
der recess on L25 using a hired kango and our newly purchased generator, whilst
Essex WRG helped clear out the towpath side bottom gate thrust block area and
removed some tree roots. Numerous other smaller jobs have also been done, in-
cluding moving and burning brash, clearing out the garage, repairing a puncture on
the small dumper, and repairing the fences after minor vandalism.

As if this was not enough, we also had two well-attended evening work parties at
Streethay Wharf to unload the 7,600 bricks, estimated at 18 tons, kindly donated to
us by Mike and Cath Turpin from their boat Regulus. Every one was removed by
hand from the boat and stacked on pallets and then transported to storage at Tam-
worth Road where they can be used for rebuilding work.

If you would like to help us keep up the momentum of the work, more help is al-
ways needed on our local work parties, even if you can spare only a few hours at a
time.

To find our usual work site at Lock 25 on Tamworth Road (Grid ref. SK 130 083)
take the A51 out of Lichfield and the site is on the right about 300 metres after
Cricket Lane.

Our regular monthly work parties on the first Sunday are supplemented by an inter-
mediate Saturday, all from 10 am. Check the latest dates with Peter Matthews on
01543 318933 or Phil Sharpe on 01889 583330, or visit our web site where any ad-
ditional dates will be shown.

Work Party Dates:

August: Sunday 1, Saturday 14, WRG Canal Camp Sat 14-21.

September: Sunday 5, London WRG Sat/Sun 11/12, Saturday 18, WRG BITM
Sat/Sun 18/19.

October: Sunday 3, Saturday 16.

November: Sunday 7, Saturday 20.
December: Sunday 5, Saturday 18.
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HATHERTON CANAL

WORKING PARTY NEWS

Our midweek mowing teams have once again been hard at work keeping the
Hatherton towpath walkable, despite nature’s best efforts to overwhelm us in the
spring. We have also managed to treat some tree stumps to prevent regrowth and
have had a first go at controlling the invasive Himalayan Balsam behind the Roman
Way. As ever, towpath and hedgerow maintenance is the first priority in the sum-
mer, and provides a pleasant day out in the country, so why not join us?

Our regular date is the third Sunday of each month, from 10 am, with some occa-
sional extra days as required. Contact Denis Cooper on 01543 374370 (work) or
Phil Sharpe on 01889 583330 for more details.

Work Party Dates: Sunday 15 August, 19 September, 17 October, 21 November,
19 December.

It's in there somewhere! Bob and Peter rediscover the entrance to Lock 24
(Photo by Phil Sharpe)
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LICHFIELD & HATHERTON CANALS

RESTORATION. TRUST LIMITED.

Registered Office: 3 Norfolk Court, Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth WD3 1LT
The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust Limited was established in 1988 as a
non-profit distributing company limited by guarantee (No. 2456172) and is registered as
a Charity (No. 702429).
Principal Aims : To promote the restoration of the Wyrley and Essington Canal from Ogley
Junction to Huddlesford Junction (the “Lichfield Canal’), and the Hatherton Branch of the
Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, and also the construction of a navigable link be-
tween the Hatherton Branch and the Cannock Extension Canal.

PRESIDENT  Eric Wood VICE-PRESIDENT David Suchet OBE.

PATRONS Chris Coburn, Dr David Fletcher CBE, Sir John Smith CH CBE
DIRECTORS

Chairman Brian Kingshott =/Fax 01547 530457

Park Cottage, Hopton Castle, Craven Arms, SY7 0QF
Vice-Chairman Phil Sharpe =/Fax 01889 583330

34 Old Eaton Road, Rugeley, Staffs. WS15 2EZ
Finance Bob Williams ©01543 671427

Fax 01543 677687

Norfolk House, 29 Hall Lane, Hammerwich, WS7 0JP

Secretary &Web Master Sue Williams =01543 671427

Norfolk House, 29 Hall Lane, Hammerwich, WS7 0JP
e-mail: info@lhcrt.org.uk

Membership Secretary Trevor Morris =0121 354 7952
163 Halton Road, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6NZ
Magazine Editor Stephen Pitt ® (mobile) 07770 586978
11 Silkmore Lane, Stafford, ST17 4JN
Land Liaison Mike Smith =01283 790543
Brookhay Cottage, Brookhay Lane, Lichfield WS13 8RQ
Marketing & Sales Michael Brown =01543 450541
51 Thorpe Street, Chase Terrace, Staffs. WS7 8NJ
Environment Mike Battisson =01543 300090
3 Minors Hill, Lichfield, Staffs. WS14 9DJ
Plant Manager Peter Magee =01543 264935
28 Johnson Close, Lichfield WS13 6AW
OTHER OFFICERS
Minutes Secretary Chris Pattison =01543 263041
Lichfield Publicity Janette Horton =(01543 262466
Lichfield Work Party Peter Matthews =01543 318933
Hatherton Work Party ~ Denis Cooper =(work) 01543 374370

LICHFIELD & HATHERTON CANALS RETAIL TRADING LIMITED.
Company No 3686837
Chairman: Michael Brown; Secretary: Rob Davies; Finance: Bob Williams
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Printed and supported by:

HortonMallin Grour

Incorporating . . .

Mallin:hePenman

e Contract Stationery Management
e Educational Stationery e Bespoke Office Products

HortonPrinting co. LIMITED

e Lithographic Printing e Business Forms

® Bespoke Stationery e Contract Print Management
e Digital Print Solutions

InterchangeGraphics LIMITED

e Graphic Design e Digital Imaging Solutions
HodgettszBowes
e General & Commercial Printing e Graphic Design

Tel: 0121 353 1997
Fax: 0121 353 2817

HortonBusiness GIFTS

® Promotional Stock Management e Foilblocking
e Screen Printing on Leather, PVC e Pad Printing
e Ceramics and Metals

JustWrite

Suppliers of high quality writing equipment from all leading
manufacturers

HortonMallingroup

300-304 Aldridge Road Streetly Sutton Coldfield West Midlands B74 2DU
Tel: 0121 353 1997 Fax: 0121 353 5592 ISDN: 0121 353 2340
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Braunston Marina
are proud to BACK
the campaign to save the
Lichfield & Hatherton Canals.

keep digging the ground from under their feet!

Braunston Marina
The Wharf, Braunston, Nr Daventry,
Northamptonshire. NN11 7JH
Telephone: 01788 891373
Fax: 01788 891436
web site: www.braunstonmarina.co.uk
email: sales @braunstonmarina.co.uk
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